Town of St. Germain Vision Statement

The town of St. Germain is at a critical juncture in its history. Land use pressures to

build new homes, high demands for seasonal and rental property, a need to support,
expand, and diversify an economy that thrives on the friends who visit, and a natural
inclination to promote the fantastic and abundant natural resources of lakes, forests,
open spaces, and small town northwoods charm. Many issues fight to balance on a
table supported by the very essence of why people choose St. Germain to live and to
visit. The following is the way we are, and the place we would like to be.

St. Germain...A place of abundant natural resources. Pristine waters and streams,
expansive forests, a variety of wildlife and wildlife habitats, wetlands, open space and
fresh air are all northwoods treasures of St. Germain. As a result of the pro-active
planning efforts of the town and its dedicated residents, the unique northwoods
character of St. Germain is preserved well into the 21st century.

Planned and orderly development, guided by the town, will respond to the needs of
people and protect the integrity of the environment. St. Germain encourages efforts
of conservation and preservation of year round natural resources so grandchildren can
hike the trails, fish the clean waters, and view the uncluttered shorelines their
forefathers helped preserve. Future lake development will incorporate increased
buffers of trees and natural vegetation. The town will boast a vibrant tourist economy
and rustic downtown area consisting of small shops and stores of northwoods
character where people young and old meet to buy supplies, discuss weather, and
trade fish and hunting stories. The town’s commitment to provide high quality
snowmobile and cross-country ski trails, abundant opportunity for ice fishing,
snowshoeing, sightseeing, and a variety of winter outdoor activities will sustain and
stimulate the vital wintertime economy. Local businesses will prosper with the year
round economic stability provided by the town of St. Germain and its commitment to
planning, preservation, and development perpetuating northwoods character.
Implemented land use policies will guide the location of compatible developments
and preserve the environmentally sensitive areas better suited for deer, grouse,
songbirds and the like. A spirit of community pride has developed between young
and old that will forge a safe, prosperous, and satisfying way of life.

By pro-actively directing growth and development, the town of St. Germain continues

to provide residents and guests with natural beauty, northwoods charm, aesthetic
recreational experiences, and appealing commercial and residential opportunities.
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Action Plan (Implementation Strategy)

In an effort to launch key implementation Srategies identified in the planning process by the St. Germain
Planning and Zoning Committee, the following action plan has been developed. Adherence to the
directives (charges) outlined in the action plan will ensure progressis achieved in ataining the Plan’s
vison, gods, and objectives. The charges identified are “short term” directives which should be
achieved within the first severd years of the plan’s existence.

The action plan is placed in the front of the document to demondirate the importance of implementation.
The charges are abbreviated, by intent, to associate the reader to the need and direction necessary to
accomplish plan gods. Section 14 has detailed information related to certain eements of the action
plan. The action plan and overal implementation Strategy, as a primary component of the St. Germain
Year 2020 Comprehensive Land Use Plan, should be reviewed and amended periodicdly to maintain
the document as active and accomplishment oriented.

Administrative

1 Charge: Adopt the Town of . Germain Year 2020 Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

Who: Chief Elected Officids
When: Subsequent to public review and hearing
2. Charge: Egtablish the Planning and Zoning Committee review process incorporating the

Town of &. Germain Year 2020 Comprehensive Land Use Plan
recommendations and the Y ear 2020 Preferred Land Use Map as the advisor
to review land division, conditiona use and rezoning requests.

Who: Chief Elected Officids and Planning and Zoning Committee
When: November 1999-January 2000
3. Charge: Periodicdly review performance of the 1999 Town of S. Germain Year 2020

Comprehensive Land Use Plan as it relates to market demands, trends, and
development pressures.

Who: Chief Elected OfficdasPlanning and Zoning Committee
When: Ongoing
4, Charge: Deveop a“St. Germain Town Operations Manua” which establishes policies

relative to land use plans, town employees, proposed devel opment procedures,
conduct of government officids, bidding, etc.

Who: Chief Elected Officiag/Consultant
When: Year End 2000
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5. Charge:
Who:
When:

6. Charge:

Who:
When:

7. Charge:

Develop aloca POWTS (Privately Owned Wastewater Treatment System)
ingpection program

Chief Elected OfficiasPlanning Committee
Year End 2000

Pursue development of atown newdetter.

Specia Committee (to be designated)
Spring 2000

Coordinate the town planning efforts with the Vilas County

Comprehensive Land Use Plan project.

Who:
When:

8. Charge:

Who:
When:

Chief Elected Officds/Planning and Zoning Committee.
Phase 5 (county planning process) gpproximately soring/summer, 2001.

Evauate the adoption of an Officia Map for the town.

Chief Elected Officids
Summer 2001

Ordinance Development

1. Charge:

Who:
When:

2. Charge:

Who:
When:

3. Charge:

Who:
When:

Develop a"Code of Ordinances' for the town (to be combined with existing
ordinances) which address topics such as abandoned vehicle storage, anima
confinement, nuisances, driveway access, obscenity, eroson control, etc.

Chief Elected Officid9Consultant
Summer 2000

Develop a"Design Review Standard” ordinance which regulates future
commercid, indudrid, inditutiona, government and multi-family development.

Specid Committee delegated by the Chief Elected Officias. Consder
assisance from UWEX or a Consultant.
Spring 2000

Develop a Town Parkland Dedication ordinance to assst in funding
improvements and activities related to recreetion.

Chief Elected OfficidsCommittee
Summer/Fal 2000
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Ordinance Revisions

1 Charge:

Who:
When:

2. Charge:

Who:
When:

3. Charge:

Who:
When:

Policy Development

1 Charge:
Who:
When:

Future Study

1 Charge:
Who:
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Coordinate, and amend as necessary, the Town of &. Germain Zoning Code
(SG92) with the preferred land use classifications as represented in section 14
of this document.

Chief Elected Officads/Planning and Zoning Committee/Consultant
Fall/Winter 1999-2000

Coordinate revisons with and obtain agpprova from Vilas County to reflect the
recommendations of the S. Germain Year 2020 Comprehensive Land Use
Plan asit relaes to changes in the town or county zoning ordinance. Revised
town zoning (if enacted) could be coordinated through the Vilas County
planning process, dthough Vilas County will not address county-wide issues
until 2001-2002.

Chief Elected OfficidgSt. Germain Land Use Planning Committee/Consultant
Depends on process selected.

Revise the St. Germain Land Division Ordinance (SG -1997-2) which
integrates the recommendations of the Town of &. Germain Year 2020
Comprehensive Land Use Plan and the corresponding preferred land use
classfications as conditions of gpprovd for land divisons.

Chief Elected OfficiasCommittee. Consder assstance from attorney or

consultant.
Subsequent to adoption-Fall/Winter 1999-2000

Deveop specific town policies which address the utilization and adminigtration
of the &. Germain Year 2020 Comprehensive Land Use Plan and the St.
Germain Land Divison Ordinance.

Panning and Zoning Committee
Upon Adoption of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

Assessthe feasibility of integrating, consolideting, or redesigning the town
adminigrative building (red brick building) and community center to better serve
community needs, functions, and adminigrative services.

Chief Elected Officids/Consultant
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When: Y ear 2000
2. Charge: Commission afeasbility study to assess the need, cost, and operation of atown
sanitary sawer and water system to address water quality issuesin thetown’'s
densely populated areas, and/or areas of demonstrated need..

Who: Chief Elected Officials/Consultant
When: Year 2001
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