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VEHICLE VERSUS SCHOOL BUS CRASH 

 
January 31, 2012, Washington Township,Vilas County, Wisconsin 

 

At 4:04 PM, January 31, 2012, Vilas County 9-1-1 received a report of a vehicle versus bus crash 
on STH 70 at Hemlock Ln in the town of Washington, Vilas County. 

Investigation determined that a 2000 Bluebird school bus operated by Schilleman’s Bus Service, 
driven by 62 year old Charles McDonald of Eagle River, was stopped in the westbound lane of 
STH 70 at Hemlock Ln preparing to unload students at a stop.  

A 2010 Chevrolet truck driven by 42 year old Jill Helgeson of Eagle River was traveling 
westbound and did not see the bus stopped. Helgeson’s vehicle rear-ended the bus and came to 
rest in the eastbound lane of STH 70.  

There were seven (7) students on the bus at the time of the crash. All students and the bus driver 
were transported by bus to Eagle River Memorial Hospital as a precautionary measure. 2 
students were treated and released for minor injuries. Helgeson was transported by Eagle River 
Ambulance to Eagle River Memorial Hospital for non-life threatening injuries. 

Vilas County Sheriff’s Office, Eagle River Police Department, Eagle River Fire Department, 
Eagle River Ambulance and Three Lake Ambulance responded to this incident.  

The crash is currently under investigation by Vilas County Sheriff’s Office  
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