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CHAPTER 6
THE ELECTORS

SUBCHAPTER | 6.50 Revision of registration list.
WHO MAY VOTE 6.54 Failure to register; rights.
6.02 Qualifications, general. 6.55 Polling place registration; voting by certification.
6.03 Disqualification of electors. 6.56 Verification of voters not appearing on list.
6.05 Election day age determines elector’s rights. 6.57 Registration list for special elections.
6.06 Information for uniformed service members. SUBCHAPTER Il
6.10 Elector residence. VOTING
6.15 New residents; presidential voting. 6.76 Time off for voting.
6.18 Former residents. 6.77 Place for voting.
6.20 Absent electors. 6.78 Poll hours.
6.21 Deceased electors. 6.79 Recording electors.
6.22 Absentee voting for military electors. 6.80 Mechanics of voting.
6.221 Counting gf absen}e? ballots for certain military electors; September gigo Assisting electors.
mary and general election.
6.24 Federal overseas voting. SUBCHAPTER IV
6.25 Write—in absentee ballot. VOTING ABSENTEE

6.84 Construction.
SUBCHAPTER Il P
REGISTRATION 6.85 Absent elector; definition.

6.855 Alternate absentee ballot site.

gg? E@i‘;ﬁl rreeg;ilitrriglo: rdepgn%s. 6.86 Methods for obtaining an absentee ballot.
: tor registration required. 6.865  Federal absentee ballot requests.

6.275 Registration and voting statistics. 6.869 Uniform instructions

6.276 Federal absentee voting statistics. 6.87 Absent votin rocedure

6.28 Where and when to register. ’ g p '

6.875 Absentegoting in nursing and retirement homes and certain community—

ggg h%t\f/ ;ggrlesgiz?;r? in person. be_lsed residentia_l facilities.
6.32 Verification of certain registrations. 6.88 Voting and recor(_ilng the_ absentee ballot.
6.325  Disqualification of electors. 6.89 Absent electors list public.
6.33 Registration forms; manner of completing. SUBCHAPTER V
6.34 Proof of residence required. CHALLENGING ELECTORS
6.35 Filing registration forms. 6.92 Inspector making challenge.
6.36 Official registration list. 6.925 Elector making challenge in person.
6.40 Transferring registration. 6.93 Challenging the absent elector.
6.45 Access to registration list. 6.935 Challenge based on incompetency.
6.46 Poll lists; copying. 6.94 Challenged elector oath.
6.47 Confidentiality of information relating to victims of domestic abuse§.95 Voting procedure for challenged electors.
sexual assault, or stalking. 6.96 Voting procedure for electors voting pursuant to federal court order.
6.48 Challenging registration. 6.97 Voting procedure for individuals not providing required identification.

NOTE: 2005 Wis. Act 451, which made major revisions to the election laws, NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as affected by 2 acts of the 200538bnsinlegislature
including to Chapter 6, contains an extensive prefatory note explaining the and as merged by the revisor under s. 13.93 (2) (c).

Chénges; ‘ - See definitions in s. 5.02 (b) Any person convicted of treason, felony or bribery, unless
ross-reference: See definitions in s. 5.02. the person’s right to vote is restored through a pardon or under s.
304.078 (3).
SUBCHAPTER | (2) No person shall be allowed to vote in any election in which
the person has made or become interested, directly or indirectly,
WHO MAY VOTE in any bet or wager depending upon the result of the election.

(3) No person may be denied the right to register to vote or the

6.02 Qualifications, general. (1) Every U.S. citizen age 18 right to vote by reason that the person is alleged to be incapable
or older who has resided in an election district or ward for 10 dayfsunderstanding the objective of the elective process unless the
before any election where the citizen offers to vote is an eligifjerson has been adjudicated incompetent in this state. If a deter-
elector. mination of incompetency of the person has already been made,

(2) Any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who moves within thisr if a determination of limited incompetency has been made that
state later than 10 days before an election shall vote at his ordegs not include a specific finding that the subject is competent to
previous ward or election district if the person is otherwise quatixercise the right to vote, and a guardian has been appointed as a
fied. Ifthe elector can comply with the 10-day residence requit@sult of any such determination, then no determination of inca-
ment at the new address and is otherwise qualified, he or she pagity of understanding the objective of the elective process is

vote in the new ward or election district. required unless the guardianship is terminated or modified under
History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1971 c. 336 s. 37; 1975 c. 85 ss. 5, 66 (3); 1%.754.64.
c. 394; 1991 a. 316. History: 1973 c. 284; 1977 c. 26, 394; 1979 c. 110; 1991 a. 316; 2003 a. 121; 2005

An eligible elector and a qualified elector are identical. Ch. 6 applies to annexatiri49, 387; s. 13.93 (2) (c).

referendum elector qualifications under s. 66.021 (6). Washington v. Altoona, 7%jsenfranchisement of felons does not deny them equal prote&ichardson v.
Wis. 2d 250, 243 N.W.2d 404. Ramirez, 418 U.S. 24.

Durational residence requirements. Clifford. 1973 WLR 914.

. I . 6.05 Election day age determines elector’s rights. Any
6.03 Disqualification of electors. ~ (1) The following per- horson who will be 18 years old on or before election day is
sons shall not be allowed to vote in any election and any atte'ﬁﬂiitled to vote if the person complies with this chapter.
to vote shall be rejected: History: 1971 c. 336 s. 37; 1981 c. 390 s. 252; 1991 a. 316.
(@) Any person who is incapable of understanding the objec-

tive of the elective process or who is under guardianship, unlés86 Information for uniformed service members. The
the court has determined that the person is competent to exerosard is the agency designated by this state under 42 USC
the right to vote; 1973ff-1 to provide information regarding voter registration and
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absentee balloting procedures to absent members of the effiect when the state filed a petition under s. 980.02 against the
formed services and overseas voters with respect to electionspenson.
national office. (b) That the person’s habitation was fixed at the place estab-
History: 2003 a. 265. lished under par. (a) before he or she was detained or committed
. ) o shall be considered prima facie evidence that the person intends
6.10 Elector residence. Residence as a qualification for votg return to that place. The prima facie evidence of intent to return
ing shall be governed by the following standards: to the place determined under par. () may be rebutted by present-
(1) The residence of a person is the place where the persansinformation that indicates that the person is not likely to return
habitation is fixed, without any present intent to move, and to that place if the person’s detention or commitment is termi-
which, when absent, the person intends to return. nated.

(2) When a married person’s family resides at one place and(8) No person gains a residence in any ward or election district
that person’s business is conducted at another place, the foraighis state while there for temporary purposes only.
place establishes the residence. If the family place is temporary9) No person loses the right to vote at the person’s place of
or for transient purposes, it is not the residence. residence while receiving public assistance or unemployment

(3) When an elector moves from one ward to another or frafsurance even if the legal settlement for assistance is elsewhere.
one municipality to another within the state after the last registra-(10) If a person moves to another state with an intent to make
tion day but at least 10 days before the election, the elector nagyermanent residence there, or, if while there the person exercises
vote inand be considered a resident of the new ward or municipée right to vote as a citizen of that state by voting, the person loses
ity where residing upon transferring registration under s. 6.40 {@jsconsin residence.

or upon registering at the proper polling place or other registration(11) Neither an intent to acquire a new residence without
location in the new ward or municipality under s. 6.55 (2) or 6.§6moval, nor a removal without intent, shall affect residence.
(3) (a) 2. If the elector moves within 10 days of an election, the (1) sy denstatus shall not be a consideration in determining
electorshall vote in the elector’s old ward or municipality if other;agigence for the purpose of establishing voter eligibility.

wise qualified .to vote there. . L 13) A military elector under s. 6.22 (1) (b) who is the spouse
(4) The residence of an unmarried person sleeping in one W%F ependent of another military elector may elect to take as his

and boarding in another is the place where the person sleeps. ofMor residence either the individual’s most recent residence in

residence of annmarried person in a transient vocation, a teach@fis state or the residence of the individual’s spouse or the individ-

or a student who boards at different places for part of the wegk) providing his or her support.

month or year, if one of the places is the residence of the persongstory: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85, 94, 199; 1977 c. 26; 1979 c. 260; 1983

parents, ishe place of the parents’ residence unless through registo2, 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1991 a. 316; 1997 a. 39; 2001 a. 16, 51.

tration or similar act the person elects to establish a residence elo@ter residency and absentee voting is discussed. 60 Atty. Gen. 214. A

where. If the paon has no parents and if the person has not re S\j[?t(l:r:jgéégzld%qcxg)flf%ngzy gé%mbers of military personnel stationed in Wisconsin

tered elsewhere, the person’s residence shall be at the place w n marriage to a Wisconsin serviceman, a nonresident wife may take the Wis-

the person considered his or her residence in preference to @nyin voting residence of her husband. 61 Atty. Gen. 365.

other for at least 10 days before an election. If this place is within

the municipalitythe person is entitled to all the privileges and sul$-15 New residents; presidential voting. (1) QUALIFICA-

ject to all the duties of other citizens having their residence theF@NS. Any person who was or who is a qualified elector under ss.

including voting. 6.02and 6.03, except that he or she has been a resident of this state

(5) A person shall not lose residence when the person lealR¥sless than 10 days prior to the date of the presidential election,

home and goes into another state or county, town, village or wi#htitled to vote for the president and vice president but for no

of this state for temporary purposes with an intent to return. Other offices. The fact that the person was not registered to vote
6) A ibed by article 11l of th tituti in the state from which he or she moved does not prevent voting
(6) As prescribed by article Ill of the constitution, N0 persof, s state if the elector is otherwise qualified.

loses residence in this state while absent from this state on busi

ness for the United States or this state; and no member of thé2) PROCEDUREAT CLERK'S OFFICE. Any person qualifying
armed forces of the United States gains a residence in this sk ersub. (1) need not reg|.ster to vote, but shall apply for and cast
because of being stationed within this state. S or q_ehr ba|”°t a? follows: for th lication b d
(7) A guest at a national or a state soldiers’ home in this state,(2) The elector's request for the application form may be made
a guest at a home for the aged supported by benevolence, IV person to the mpnlc_lpal clerk of the municipality where the per-
patient of any county home or other charitable institution, resi errfﬁ;:]eg' An? pg%ag;]oendn;aybl;?orrréat(:]ee r:e?égtci)gg e;:hnig 9k?ea)r:?arzj()er
in the municipality where the home is located and within the w. p.m. Y on, of may ;
where the guest or patient sleeps, unless before becoming a g the proper polling place in the ward or election district in which

S
or pati.ent at phe home the guest or p?“e”t e]ects to maintain hiaé&, the application form shall be returned to the municipal clerk
her prior residence as his or her voting residence. after the affidavit has been signed in the presence of the clerk or

(7m) (a) The residence of a person who is detained, or Coghy officer authorized by law to administer oaths. The affidavit
mitted and institutionalized, under s. 51.20, 971.14, or 971.174yall be in substantially the following form:

ch. 980 shall be determined by applying the standards under su
(1) to whichever of the following dates is applicable to the circum-bs_r'o‘-rE OF WISCONSIN
stances of the person:

1. For a person detained or committed under s. 51.20, the

lector resides. If an elector makes application before election

County of ....
?ﬁé ...., do solemnly swear that | am a citizen of the United States;

thatthe person was detained under s. 51.20 (2) or, if the person prior to establishing Wisconsin residence, my legal residence

! 5 in the ... (town) (village) (city) of ..., state of ...., residing at
nm?tttggtﬁ:jn(?edr l;n%elrzsb 5(%32)0 (2), the date that the person was C\g (street address); that on the day of the next presidential elec-

tion, | shall be at least 18 years of age and that | have been a legal

2. For a person committed under s. 971.14 or 971.17, the q@i§ident of the state of Wisconsin since ...., .... (year), residing at
of the offense or alleged offense that resulted in the person's cOM-(street address), in the [.... ward of the .... aldermanic district
mitment. of] the (town) (village) (city) of ...., county of ....; that | have

3. For a person detained or committed under ch. 980, the defsided irthe state less than 10 days, that | am qualified to vote for
that the person committed the sexually violent offense thatesident and vice president at the election to be held November
resulted in the sentence, placement, or commitment that was..in.... (year), that | am not voting at any other place in this election
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and that | hereby make application for an official presidential bddy electors voting under this section if they permit voting for pres-
lot, in accordance with section 6.15 of the Wisconsin statutesident and vice president only.

Signed .... (4) DELIVERY AND DEPOSITOF BALLOTS. (@) Clerks holding
P.O. Address .... hew resident ballots shall deliver them to the election inspectors
Subscribedaind sworn to before me this .... day of ..., ... (yedfz the proper ward or election district where the new residents
reside or, in municipalities where absentee ballots are canvassed

...(Name) under s7.52, to the municipal board of absentee ballot canvassers

...(Title) when it convenes under s. 7.52 (1), as provided by s. 6.88 for
(b) The clerk shall provide with the application form a cargphsentee ballots.
which the elector shall fill in and return with the application to the (b) During polling hours, the inspectors shall open each carrier
municipal clerk. The card shall state that the elector intendsgiQuelope, announce the elector's name, check the affidavit for
vote for president and vice president in Wisconsin and that h'sgbperexecution, and check the voting qualifications for the ward,
her voting privileges should be canceled at his or her previous rgskny |n municipalities where absentee ballots are canvassed
dence. The card shall be in substantially the folloyvmg form: ynder s. 7.52, the municipal board of absentee ballot canvassers
... (Full Name ~ print or type) shall perform this function at a meeting of the board of absentee
It is my intent to vote for president and vice president in Wigallot canvassers.

consin, under section 6.15, Wisconsin Statutes. (c) The inspectors or board of absentee ballot canvassers shall
() I'am not registered to vote at my previous address. open the inner envelope without examination of the ballot other
() I am registered to vote at my previous address and | her&bgn is necessary to see that the issuing clerk has endorsed it.
authorize the cancellation of my previous voting privileges at that (d) Upon satisfactory completion of the procedure under pars.
address: (b) and (c) the inspectors or board of absentee ballot canvassers
.... (Street), .... (Town, village, city), .... (State) .... (Zip$hall deposit the ballot in the ballot box. The inspectors or board
Signature ... Of absentee ballot canvassers shall enter the name of each elector
voting undetthis section on the poll list with an indication that the

- . Present Agdrt_ass . elector is voting under this section or on a separate list maintained
(c) The municipal clerk upon receipt of the application forr}rgr the purpose under s. 6.79 (2) (c).
!

and voting privileges cancellation card shall immediately forwa () If the person is not a qualified elector in the ward or munici-

the card to the proper official of the applicant’s prior residence._ X X
i Lo ality, or if the envelope is open or has been opened and resealed,
(d) 1r. Upon proper completion of the application and caflie inspectors shall reject the vote. Rejected ballots shall be pro-
cellation card, the municipal clerk shall require the elector 10 prQsgsed the same as rejected absentee ballots, under s. 6.88 (3) (b).
vide proof of residence under s. 6.34. If the elector cannot provide 5) C A ident’ i b
proof of residence, the elector may have his or her residence ¢ r(”) H'ZL'EENGE OF VOTE' ny new res_ld eg_s vote mzay e
roborated in a statement that is signed by another elector of tHa'enged ior cause In the manner provided in ss. 6.92 10 6.95.
municipalityand that contains the current street address of the cor{6) DEATH OF ELECTOR. When it appears by due proof to the
roborating elector. If the residence is corroborated by anot#agpectors or, in municipalities where absentee ballots are can-
elector, that elector shall then provide proof of residence undeYassed under s. 7.52, when it appeardugyproof to the board of
6.34. The elector shall then mark the ballot in the clerk's presen@Bsentee ballot canvassers that a person voting at an election has
in a manner that will not disclose his or her vote. The elector stilifd before the date of the election, the inspectors or board of
then fold the ballot so as to conceal his or her vote. The clerkégsentee ballot canvassers shall return the ballot with defective
elector shall then place the ballot in an envelope furnished by Bdlots to the issuing official.
clerk. History: 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 311; 1981 c. 391; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987
n a. 391; 1997 a. 250; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 16, 104; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451.

2. The clerk shall enclose the envelope containing the ballot
in a carrier envelope, securely seal it, and endorse it with his or §arg  Former residents.  If ineligible to qualify as an elector
name, title and the words, “This envelope contains the vote farthe state to which the elector has moved, any former qualified
presidentand vice president of a new resident and shall be opengfsconsin elector may vote an absentee ballot in the ward of the
only at the polls during polling hours on election day”. The cledector’s prior residence in any presidential election occurring
shall keep the envelope in his or her office until the clerk de|lVQKﬁthin 24 months after leaving Wisconsin by requesting an
it to the inspectors, as provided in sub. (4). applicationform and returning it, properly executed, to the munic-

3. The clerk shall keep open to public inspection a list of &ilal clerk of the elector’'s prior Wisconsin residence. When
new residents who have voted under this section. The list shajuesting an application form for an absentee ballot, the appli-
give the name, address and application date of each elector. cant shall specify the applicant’s eligibility for only the presiden-

(3) PROCEDUREAT POLLING PLACE. An eligible elector may tial ballot. The application form shall require the following infor-
appear at the polling place for the ward or election district whefetion and be in substantially the following form:
he or she resides and make application for a ballot under sub. (2JThis form shall be returned to the municipal clerk’s office.
Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, an elector whgplication must be received in sufficient time for ballots to be
casts a ballot under this subsection shall follow the same progeiled and returned prior to any presidential election at which
dure required for casting a ballot at the municipal clerk’s officgpplicant wishes to vote. Complete all statements in full.
under sub. (2). The inspectors shall perform the duties of the APPLICATION FOR PRESIDENTIAL
municipal clerk, except that the inspectors shall return the can- ELECTOR’'S ABSENTEE BALLOT.
cellation card under sub. (2) (b) to the municipal clerk and the - . .
clerk shall forward the card as provided in sub. (2) (c) if required. (To be voted at the Presidential Election
Upon proper completion of the application and cancellation card on November ...., .... (year)
and submittal of proof of residence under s. 6.34 or providing cor-1, .... hereby swear or affirm that | am a citizen of the United
roboration of residence, the inspectors shall permit the electoStates, formerly residing at .... in the .... ward .... aldermanic dis-
cast his or her ballot for president and vice president. The eledtat (city, town, village) of ...., County of .... for 10 days prior to
shall mark the ballot and, unless the ballotiiizad with an elec- leavingthe State of Wisconsin. |, .... do solemnly swear finnaf
tronic voting system, the elector shall fold the ballot, and depogiat | do not qualify to register or vote under the laws of the State
the ballot into the ballot box or give it to the inspector. The inspeaf-....(State you now reside in) where | am presently residing. A
tor shall deposit it directly into the ballot box. Voting machinesitizen must be a resident of: State ....(Insert time) County
or ballots utilized with electronic voting systems may only be used(Insert time) City, Town or Village ....(Insert time), in order to
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be eligible to register or vote therein. | further swear or affirm that (2) APPLICATIONAND VOTING PROCEDURE. (&) Amilitary elec-
my legal residence was established in the State of ....(the Stateshall vote in the ward or election district for the address of his
where you now reside) on .... Month .... Day .... Year. or her residence prior to becoming a military elector, except that:
Signed .... 1. A military elector voting in this state who is the spouse of
Address ....(Present addresspr)other miI_itary elector_and Wh(_) did not maintain a r(_asidence in
....(City) ....(State) this state prior to becoming a military elector shall vote in the ward

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ... day of (ye%rr)election district for the address of his or her spouse.
(Notary Public, or other officer authorized to administ 2. A military elector voting in this state who is the dependent
oat-r.{é ) ' e_cgf another military elector and who did not maintain a residence
: in this state prior to becoming a military elector shall vote in the
-...(County) ward orelection district for the address of the individual providing
My Commission expires his or her support.
MAIL BALLOT TO: 3. A military elector who is the spouse of another military
NAME .... electorand whose most recent residence in this state wasedif
ADDRESS ... thanthe residence of his or her spouse prior to becoming a military
CITY ... STATE ... ZIP CODE .... elector may vote in the ward or election district for the address of

; . his or her former residence or the ward or election district for the
Penaltiesfor lolations. Whoever swears falsely to any absen{qqress of his or her spouse.

elector affidavit under this section may be fined not more than . . .
PR 4. A military elector who is the dependent of another military
$1,000 or imprisoned for not more than 6 months or both. th ctorand whose most recent residence in this state Wasedit

ever intentionally votes more than once in an election may gn the residence of the individual providing his or her support
fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned for not more thal ; T P g Pp
prior to becoming a military elector may vote in the ward or elec-
years and 6 months or both. " o h A
. tion district for the address of his or her former residence or the
-«..(Municipal Clerk) -y arq orelection district for the address of the individual providing

-...(Municipality)  his or her support.

peisiony: 197Lc. 304520 (1), (2), 1975 ¢. 85 55. 9,66 (3): 1991 a. 316: 1997 2. 1) A mjlitary elector shall make and subscribe to the certifica-

tion under s. 6.87 (2) before a witness who is an adult U.S. citizen.

6.20 Absent electors. Any qualified elector of this state who (c) A federal postcard registration and absentee ballot request
registers may vote by absentee ballot under ss. 6.84 to 6.89. form may be used to apply for an absentee ballot under this section
History: 1985 a. 304; 2003 a. 265. if the form is completed in such a manner that the municipal clerk

or board of election commissioners with whom it is filed is able
6.21 Deceased electors. When by due proof it appears toto determine all of the following:
the inspectors or, in municipalities where absentee ballots are can-1 - That the applicant is qualified to vote in the ward or election
Absentos ballot canvassers that & person casing an abadotee o Ct Where he or she seeks (0 vote under par. a).

S vassers S i ; . .

at an election has died before the date of the election, the ins ir t'rEihSa;élggoar\]ppllcant qualifies o receive an absentee ballot
tors or board of absentee ballot canvassers shall return the bgﬁé? o
with defective ballots to the issuing official. The casting of the (d) If an applicant uses a federal form under par. (c) to request
ballot of a deceased elector does not invalidate the election. an absentee ballot for all elections, the application shall so state.

History: 1985 a. 304; 2005 a. 451. (3) RecisTRATIONEXEMPT. Military electors are not required
' N to register as a prerequisite to voting in any election.
6.22 Absentee voting for military electors. (1) DeriNI- (4) INSTRUCTIONSAND HANDLING. (a) A request for an absen-
TIONs. In this section, except as otherwise provided: tee ballot by an individual who qualifies as a military elector shall

(a) “Member of the merchant marine” means an individuade treated as a request for an absentee ballot for all elections.
other than a member of a uniformed service or an individuadpon receiving a timely request for an absentee ballot under par.
employedenrolled or maintained on the Great Lakes or the inlarfd) by an individual who qualifies as a military elector, the munici-
waterways, who is any of the following: pal clerk shall send or transmit to the elector an absentee ballot for

1. Employed as an officer or crew member of a vessel do@l- elections that occur in the municipality or portion thereof
mented under the laws of the United States, or a vessel ownedvbgre the elector resides beginning on the date that the clerk
the United States, or a vessel of foreign—flag registry under charegeives the request.
to or control of the United States. (b) A military elector’s application may be received at any

2. Enrolled with the United States for employment or trainidgme. The municipal clerk shall not send a ballot for an election
for employment, or maintained by the United States for emdkthe application is received later than 5 p.m. on the Friday preced-
gencyrelief service, as an officer or crew member of any such vegg that election. The municipal clerk shall send a ballot, as soon

sel. as available, to each military elector who requests a ballot.
(b) “Military elector” means any of the following: (c) A military elector may indicate an alternate address on his
1. Members of a uniformed service. or her absentee ballot application. If the elector’s ballot is returned

as undeliverable prior to the deadline for return of absentee ballots

2. M.e.mbers of the merchant mgrlne of the Unm?d. .States'under s. 6.87 (6), and the elector remains eligible to receive absen-
3. Civilian employees of the United States and civilians offy

. . . . > E‘ﬁe ballots under this section, the municipal clerk shall immedi-
Sﬁ!légttsigt‘gg to a uniformed service who are serving outside Hg|y send or transmit an absentee ballot to the elector at the alter-

nate address.

4. Peace corps volunteers. S (d) The board shall prescribe the instructions for marking and
5. Spouses and dependents of those listed in the above categ@rningballots and the municipal clerk shall enclose instructions
ries residing with or accompanying them. with each ballot and shall also enclose supplemental instructions

(c) “Uniformed service” means the U.S. army, navy, air forc&r local elections. The envelope, return envelope and instruc-
marine corps or coast guard, the commissioned corps of the fisolhis may not contain the name of any candidate appearing on the
eral public health service or the commissioned corps of thaclosed ballots other than that of the municipal clerk affixed in

national oceanic and atmospheric administration. the fulfillment of his or her duties.
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(e) Whenever the material is mailed, the material shall be p(&} In this section, “military elector” has the meaning given in s.
pared and mailed to make use of the federal free postage law$.36 (2) (c) and active duty status for any election is determined
the material does not qualify for mailing without postage undeas of election day.
federal free postage laws, the municipal clerk shall pay the post2) Each certificate envelope that is mailed or transmitted to
age required for mailing to the military elector. If the return envg-mjlitary elector under this section shall be clearly labeled as

lope qualifies for mailing free of postage under federal free pogtast by a military elector under s. 6.221, Wis. Stats., and may be
age laws, the clerk shall affix the appropriate legend required fyipie to be counted after election day.”

U.S. postal regulations. Otherwise the municipal clerk shall pay . .
the postage required for return when the ballot is mailed fr?nze) (@) Atthe September primary, a ballot that is cast under s.

within the United States. If the ballot is not mailed by the militar-22 2 arelector who is a fiitary elector, that is received by mail
electorfrom within the United States the military elector shall prdfo™ the U. S. postal service, and that is postmarked no later than
vide return postage. The mailing list established under this sGiEction day shall be counted as provided in this section if it is
section shall be kept current in the same manner as provided fS1Ved by @ municipal clerk no later than 5 p.m. on the 7th day
6.86 (2) (b). after the election. . .

(f) If there occur 2 successive general elections at which a mil-(°) At the general election, a ballot that is cast under s. 6.22 by
itary elector fails to return an absentee ballot sent or transmitfd€lector who is a military elector, that is received by mail from
to the elector under par. (a) and the elector has not cast an abséffel-S- postal service, and that is postmarked no later than elec-
ballot at any interveninglection, if the municipal clerk is reliably tion day shall be counted as provided in this section if it is received
informed that the elector is no longer a military elector or no ioRY @ municipal clerk no later than 5 p.m. on the 10th day after the
ger resides in the municipality, or if the elector so requests, Bgction.
clerk shall discontinue sending or transmitting absentee ballots to(4) For purposes of sub. (3), if a certificate envelope is not
the elector under this subsection. If a military elector who hpestmarked or has a postmark that is not legible to the board of
requested an absentee ballot changes his or her residence froroaheassers, and the envelope was received by mail from the U.S.
municipality where a request is filed to another municipality ipostal service in the manner and within the period prescribed in
this state, the municipal clerk of the municipality who received thgib. (3), it is presumed that the envelope was placed in the mail
requesshall notify the clerk of the municipality to which the elecen or before election day, unless established by a preponderance
tor’s residence is changed of the date of the request or the lat¢she evidence to the contrary.
renewalunder par. (g) and the date of the most recent absentee bals) N |ater than the closing hour of the polls on the day of the
lot received by the clerk. The municipal clerk who is so notifieeptember primargind the day of the general election, the munic-
shall treat the request as having been made to him or her. 4| clerk of each municipality shall post at his or her office and
_ (9) Prior toany discontinuance of the service provided to a mibn the Internet at a site announced by the clerk before the polls
itary elector under this subsection solely for failure to retugpen,and shall make available to any person upon request, a state-
absentee ballots, the municipal clerk shall mail the elector a &fént of the number of absentee ballots that the clerk has mailed
classletter or postcard notifying the elector that an absentee baliptiransmitted to military electors under this section and that have
will no longer be sent to the elector unless the elector renews it been returned to the polling places where the electors reside
or her request within 30 days of the date of the notification. by the closing hour on election day. The posting shall not include

(h) The municipal clerk shall notify a military elector of anthe names or addresses of any military electors.
actionunder par. (f) that is not taken at the elector’s request within () (a) Whenever the municipal clerk of any municipality
5 days of taking that action, if possible. receives an absentee ballot cast by an elector who is a military

(5) VOTING PROCEDURE. Except as provided in s. 6.221 and aglectorunder this section and the ballot is not received iicgrit
authorized in s. 6.25, the ballot shall be marked and returng@he for delivery to the polling place serving the residence of the
deposited and recorded in the same manner as other absenteejeator on election day but is received within the time specified in
lots. In addition, the Certlfl_Cathﬂ under_s. 6.87 (2) shall havesgb (3)’ the clerk shall prompﬂy provide written notice to the
statement of the elector’s birth date. Failure to return any unusgsird of canvassers of each municipality, special purpose district,
ballots in a primary election does not invalidate the ballot gfhd county that is responsible for canvassing the election of the
which the elector casts his or her votes. number of such ballots that have been cast received by the clerk

(6) MiLitary ELECTORLIST. Each municipal clerk shall keepin each ward or election district.

an up—to—date list of all eligible military electors who reside inthe () Whenever a board of canvassers receives notification from

municipality; city clerks shall keep the lists by wards. The lisf mynicipal clerk under par. (a), the board of canvassers shall
shall contain the name, latest-known military residence and Misconvene no later than 9 a.m. on the day after the last day per-
tary mailing address of each military elector. The list shall indi-:

o tted for acceptance of absentee ballots under sub. (3) and shall
catewhether each elector whose name appears on the list is a lllb'ceed to open and record the names of the military electors

tary elector, aslefined in s. 6.36 (2) (c), and has so certified undgi,sse hallots have been received. If the ballot cast by a military
Ector is otherwise valid, the board of canvassers shall count the

lotand adjust the statements, certifications, and determinations

s. 6.865 (3m). All persons over 18 years of age or who will be
years old prior to an election shall be listed and remain on the
for the duration of their tour of duty. The list shall be kept curreRpe jing1y ~ If the municipal clerk transmits returns of the elec-
through all possible means. Each clerk shall exercise reasong y

. o = . to the county clerk, the municipal clerk shall transmit to the
care toavoid duplication of names or listing anyone who is not e%—

¢ o . . untyclerk a copy of the amended returns together with all addi-
gible to vote. Each clerk shall distribute 2 copies of the list to t :
appropriate ward in the municipality for use on election day. gnal ballots and envelopes reviewed by the board of canvassers

. . ) 7°and with amended tally sheets.
(7) EXTENSION OF PRIVILEGE. This section applies to all mili- — isiory: 2005 a. 451.

tary electors for 10 days after the date of discharge from a uni-

formed service or termination of services or employment of in§:24  Federal overseas voting. (1) DEFINITION. In this sec-

V|qu?Is s?;(ilfle?%‘:n Szl;l?z-)qg?(lb) %égo §7 L7 e 3305 57 1075 e 8 tion, “overseas elector” means a U.S. citizen who is not disquali-

Istory: C. S. ) C. S. N C. S. ) C. 5 H H H

10, 66 (3): 1977 ¢ 304: 1079 ¢.'89, 311, 1981 . 391; 1983 a. 484 1985 a. 304: %58 from voting under s. 6.03, who has attained or will attain the

a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1995 a. 313; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 16; 2005 a. 149, 451. age of 18 by the date of an election at which the citizen proposes
to vote and who does not qualify as a resident of this state under

6.221 Counting of absentee ballots for certain military s. 6.10, but who was last domiciled in this state or whose parent

electors; September primary and general election. was last domiciled in this state immediately prior to the parent’s
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departurérom the United States, and who is not registered to vdtem within the United States, the overseas elector shall provide
or voting in any other state, territory or possession. return postage.

(2) EuciBiLITY. An overseas elector under sub. (1) may vote (7) VOTING PROCEDURE. Except as authorized under s. 6.25,
in any election for national office, including the September prihe ballot shall be marked and returned, deposited and recorded in
mary and presidential preference primary and any special primdrg same manner as other absentee ballots. In addition, the certifi-
or election. Such elector may not vote in an election for statecate shall have a statement of the elector’s birth date. Failure to
local ofice. An overseas elector shall vote in the ward or electioeturn the unused ballots in a primary election does not invalidate
district in which the elector was last domiciled or in which thiéhe ballot on which the elector casts his or her votes.
elector’s parent was last domiciled prior to departure from theHistory: 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 260, 311; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192
United States. %ggg a i%ef 1997 a. 35; 1999 a. 182 ss. 68 to 75m, 224; 2001 a. 16; 2003 a. 24, 265;
(3) RecisTRATION. The overseas elector shall register in the
municipality where he or she was last domiciled or where tlge25 \Write—in absentee ballot. (1) Any individual who
overseas elector’s parent was last domiciled on a form prescrilgg@lifies as a military elector under s. 6.22 (1) (b) or an overseas
by the board designed to ascertain the elector’s qualificatiagigctor under s. 6.24 (1) and who transmits an application for an
under this section. The form shall be substantially similar to thficial absentee ballot for a general election no later than 30 days
original form under s. 6.33 (1), insofar as applicable. Registratigforeelection day may, in lieu of the official ballot, cast a federal
shall be accomplished in accordance with s. 6.30 (4). write—in absentee ballot prescribed under 42 USC 1973ff-2 for
(4) RequEsTs. (a) An overseas elector who is properly regisany candidate or for all of the candidates of any recognized politi-
tered may request an absentee ballot in writing under ss. 6.86abparty for national office listed on the official ballot at the gen-
6.89. eral election if the federal write—in absentee ballot is received by

(b) A federal postcard registration and absentee ballot requé6t appropriate municipal clerk no later than the time prescribed
form may be used to apply for an absentee ballot under par. (&) if- 6.87 (6).
the form is completed in such manner that the municipal clerk or(2) Any individual who qualifies as a military elector under s.
board of election commissioners with whom it is filed is able ®22(1) (b) and who transmits an application for an official absen-
determine all of the following: tee ballot for any election no later than 30 days before election day
1. That the app”cant is an overseas elector under sub. (l _ay, in "eu Of the Of'fiCia| ba||0t, cast a Write_in absentee ba||0t
2. That the applicant qualifies to vote in the ward or electidf}l 2nY candidate or for all of the candidates of any recognized
district where he or she seeks to vote under sub. (2). political party listed on the official ballot at the election if the

. . S o rite—in absentee ballot is received by the appropriate municipal
(c) Upon receipt of a timely application from an 'nd'V'duaﬁerk no later than the time prescribed in s. 6.87 (6). The ballot

who qualifies as an overseas elector and who has registered 10 ¥Qlfy contain the information required under s. 5.55 whenever

in a municipality under sub. (3), the municipal clerk of the munick. ; Pt .
pality shall send an absentee ballot to the individual for all Sub%\g_pllcable and on the face shall indicate the type and date of elec

lecti f onal off hel : h n and shall list the offices to be filled and the number of votes
quent elections for national office to be held during the year ifla; each elector may cast for each office. The ballot shall include
which the ballot is requested, unless the individual otherwi

. oM b 8umber of spaces under each office equal to the number of votes
requests or until the individual no longer qualifies as an OVerseimitted to be cast for that office for the elector to write in the
elector. _ _ names of candidates.

(d) An overseas elector who is not registered may request bothay any individual who qualifies as an overseas elector under
a registration form and an absentee ballot at the same time, and @24 (1) and who transmits an application for an official absen-
municipal clerk shall send the ballot automatically if the registrgse paiot for any election no later than 30 days before election day
tion form is received within the time prescribed in s. 6.28 (1). Tr;ﬁay' at any election for national office in lieu of theaidl ballot,

board shall prescribe a special certificate form for the envelope ik 4 yrite-in absentee ballot for any candidate for natiorfadeof
which theabsentee ballot for overseas electors is contained, wh or all of the candidates of any recognized political party for

2 hational office listed on the official ballot at the election if the

. : i IGAfe—in absentee ballot is received by the appropriate municipal

form before a witness who is an adult U.S. citizen. clerk no later than the time prescribed in s. 6.87 (6). The ballot
(5) BaLLoTs. The board shall prescribe a special ballot for usghall contain the information required under s. 5.55 whenever

under this section whenever necessary. Official ballots prescrikgsplicable and on the face shall indicate the type and date of elec-

for use in the presidential preference primary may also be usgsh and shall list the offices to be filled. The ballot shall include

The ballot shall be designed to comply with the requirements pgespace under each office for the elector to write in the name of a
scribedunder ss. 5.58 (2r), 5.62, and 5.64 (1) insofar as applicaljgndidate.

All ballots shall be limited to national offices only. (4) A write—in absentee ballot issued under sub. (1), (2) or (3)
(6) INSTRUCTIONSAND HANDLING. The municipal clerk shall is valid only if all of the following apply:

send a ballot, as soon as available, to each overseas elector by The pallot is submitted from a location outside the United
whom a request has been made. The board shall prescrib oS

instructions for marking and returning ballots and the municipa : - e
clerk shall enclose such instructions with each ballot. The en e-(lb% T.?ﬁ. e'ﬁ}th;.r submlttlngghg ballotsdggs got submit Beiaf
lope, return envelope and instructions may not contain the na iotorw_' 1:;27 a%gr%ggis%'z edin s. 6.87 (6).

of any candidate appearing on the enclosed ballots other than that o' B B

of the municipal clerk affixed in the fulfillment of his or her duties.

Except as authorized in s. 6.87 (3), the municipal clerk shall mail SUBCHAPTER I

the material, with sufficient postage to ensure that the elector

receives the ballot, unless the material qualifies for mailing free

of postage under federal free postage laws. If the return envelope REGISTRATION

qualifies for mailing free of postage under federal free postage

laws, the clerk shall affix the appropriate legend required by U&26 Special registration deputies. (1) The municipal
postal regulations. Otherwise, the municipal clerk shall pay thkerk or the board of election commissioners of each municipality
postage required for return when the ballot is mailed from withghall administer elector registration within the municipality in
the United States. If the ballot is not mailed by the overseas eleatorordance with the procedures prescribed under sub. (3).
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(2) (&) A qualified elector of the state may apply to any munisioners shall make a written statement in duplicate to the county
ipal clerk or board of election commissioners to be appointedasrk or board of election commissioners of each county in which
a special registration deputy for the purpose of registering electibrs municipality is located specifying:
of the municipality prior to the close of registration. An applicant (a) The total number of electors residing in that county who
may be appointed by more than one municipal clerk or board@fted in the municipality in that primary or election.

election commi.s.sioners to serve more than one municipality. (b) The total number of electors of the municipality residing
(am) A qualified elector of thistate may apply to the board tojn that county who were preregistered on the deadline specified in

be appointed as a special registration deputy for the purpose 06.28 (1), ‘including valid mail registrations which are post-
registering electors of any municipality prior to tese of regis- marked by that day.

tration. o ) o (c) The total number of electors of the municipality residing

(b) The municipal clerk, board of election commissioners, @ that county who registered after the close of registration and
government accountability board may appoint any applicant whor to the day of the primary or election under ss. 6.29 and 6.86
qualifies under this subsection, unless the applicant’s appoifgy (a) 2.

menthas been revoked by a municipality or by the board for cause.(d) The total number of electors of the municipality residing

The municipal clerk, board of election commissioners, or goveri-iat county who registered on the day of the primary or election
ment accountability board may revoke an appointment made

. b der ss. 6.55 and 6.86 (3) (a) 2.
the clerk, board of election commissioners, or government The total b f ol f th icipall .
accountability board for cause at any time. ) ¢ total number of electors of the municipality voting
NOTE: Par. (b) is shown as amended by 2007 Wis. Act 1 eff. the initiation date absentee ballots at the primary or election.
as set forth in section 209 (1) of that Act.” Prior to that date it reads: (2) Upon receipt of each report filed under this section, the
(b) The municipal clerk, board of election commissioners, or elections board county clerk oboard of election commissioners shall forward one
may appoint any applicant who qualifies under this subsection, unless the appli- copy to the board within 7 days.

cant’s appointment has been revoked by a municipality or by the board for i . . . . .
cause. The municipal clerk, board of election commissioners, or elections board 19;”51%39' 191239202%)(6)_% 19573 %0%25 sséélé tgojf)é 19%1&1. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1989 a.
may revoke an appointment made by the clerk, board of election commissioners, ' a ' a. oL a. ’ a :

or elections board for cause at any time. . _ .

(¢) No individual may serve as a special registration deputy§r?./6 Federal absentee voting statistics. = (1) In this sec-
a municipality unless the individual is appointed by the municipdp". “military elector” and “overseas elector” have the meanings
clerk or board of election commissioners of the municipality Gven in s. 6.34 (1). _ N
the individual is appointed by the government accountability (2) Within 30days after each general election, each municipal
board to serve all municipalities and the individual complet&terk shall transmit to the board a report of the number of absentee

training required under s. 7.315. ballots transmitted by the clerk to absent military electors and
NOTE: Par. () is shown as amended by 2007 Wis. Act 1 eff. the initiation date OVErseas electors for that election and the CO_mbIHEd number of
as set forth in section 209 (1) of that Act. Priorto thatdateitreads: ~  those ballots that were cast by those electors in that election.
(c) No individual may serve as a speciaépgistration deputy in a municipality (3) Within 90 days after each general election, the board shall

unless the individual is appointed by the municipal clerk or board of election . . ! . . .
commissioners othe municipality or the individual is appointed by the elections COMpile the information contained in the reports received from

board to serve all municipalities and the individual completes training required municipalclerks under sub. (2) and transmit the information to the
unders. 7.315. federal Election Assistance Commission.

(cm) The board and each municipal clerk shall maintain adistory: 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451.
record of the names and addresses of each individual who is
appointed by the board or the clerk to serve as a special regifha8 Where and when to register. (1) REGISTRATION
tion deputy under this section and who has complied with thecaTions; DEADLINE. Except as authorized in ss. 6.29, 6.55 (2),
training requirements for service as a special registration depand 6.86 (3) (a) 2., registration in person for any election shall

under s. 7.315 (1) (b) 1. close at 5 p.m. on the 3rd Wednesday preceding the election. Reg-
(d) This subsection does not apply to deputies appointed unigéiations made by mail under s. 6.30 (4) must be delivered to the
s. 6.55 (6). office of the municipal clerk or postmarked no later than the 3rd

; Mednesday preceding the election. All applications for regis-
(3) The board shall, by rule, prescribe procedures for appmw tioncorrections and additions may be made throughout the year

ment of special registration deputies, for revocation of appoiﬁ < i - ; e

ments of special registration deputies, and for training of speciz/the c:cfflhce of the C'tly Pol{’(‘rd ofhele%tllon cforrr:mlssmner?, ?(t the

registration deputies by municipal clerks and boards of electifiice of the municipal clerk, at the office of the county clerk, or
other locations provided by the board of election commission-

commissioners. The procedures shall be coordinated with tr h ilin citi 500.000 lati b
ing programs for special registration deputies conducted B ©F the common council in cities over 500,000 population or by
ther orboth the municipal clerk, or the common council, village

municipal clerks under s. 7.315 and shall be formulated to p ) M O
mote increased registration of electors consistent with the ne@g40Wn board in all other municipalities and may also be made
of municipal clerks and boards of election commissioners to effdng the school year at any high school by qualified persons
ciently administer the registration process. undersub. (2) (a). Other registration locations may include but are
(4) Each special registration deputy under this section Wnot Ilmlted_to fire houses, police stations, public I|brar|_es, institu-
lﬂ ns of higher education, supermarkets, community centers,

22?:3”2 g;ﬁ%’ftﬁatﬂce’r}cfﬂ;mg{f%ﬁ” tﬁ:tcttr?é (sjgalllj pr'hngshf';‘c ger r,: ntsand factories, banks, savings and loan associations and sav-
9 ’ 9 puty PliiYs banks. Special registration deputies shall be appointed for

the form. X . ¢
History: 1985 a. 304 ss. 50, 52g; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 2003 a. 265; 200%%.Ch location unless the location can be sufficiently staffed by the
451; 2007 a. 1. oard of election commissioners or the municipal clerk or his or

her deputies. An elector who wishes to obtain a confidential list-
6.27 Elector registration required. ~ Each elector shall reg- ing under s. 6.47 (2) shall register at the office of the municipal
ister under this chapter before voting in any election, exceptalsrk of the municipality where the elector resides.
authorized under ss. 6.15, 6.18, and 6.22. (2) ATHIGH scHooLs. (a) Public high schools shall be used for

History: 1973 c. 334 s. 57; 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 260, 355; 1983 a. 484; 1985 &qi ; ;
304; 1989 a. 192; 2003 a. 265, ?ng;fstratlon for enrolled students and members of the high school

6.275 Registration and voting statistics. (1) Within 30 (b) The municipal clerk of each municipality shall notify the
days after each primary and election at which a state or natiosehool board of each school district in which the municipality is
office is filled or a statewide referendum is held, including argcated that high schools shall be used for registration pursuant to
special election, the municipal clerk or board of election commisar. (a). The school board and the municipal clerk shall agree

Text from the 2005-06 Wis. Stats. database updated by the Revisor of Statutes. Only printed statutes are certified under s. 35 .18
(2), stats. Statutory changes effective prior to 6-2—-07 are printed as if currently in effect. Statutory changes effective on or a fter
6-2-07 are designated by NOTES. Report errors at (608) 266-2011, FAX 264-6978, http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/



Electronic reproduction of 2005-06 Wis. Stats. database, updated and current through May 31, 2007 and 2007 Wis. Act 14.

Updated 05-06 Wis. Stats. Database 8
6.28 THE ELECTORS Not certified under s. 35.18 (2), stats.

upon the appointment of at least one qualified elector at each hephll then provide proof of residence under s. 6.34. If the elector
school as a special school registration deputy. The municifgtegistering after the close of registration for the general election
clerk shall appoint such person as a school registration deputy and the elector presents a valid driver’s license issued by another
explainthe person’s duties and responsibilities. Students and stafite, the municipal clerk or agent shall record on a separate list
may register at the high school on any day that classes are regg-name and address of the elector, the name of the state, and the
larly held. The school registration deputies shall promptly folicense number and expiration date of the license.

wardproperly completed registration forms to the municipal clerk (am) The board shall provide to each municipal clerk a list pre-

of the municipality in which the registering student or staff memy, e for use at each municipal clerk’s office showing the name
ber resides. The municipal clerk, upon receiving such reglstrat.j:rqa address of each person whose name appears on the list pro-
forms, shall add all those registering electors who have met {hg.q by the department of corrections under s. 301.03 (20) [s.

registration requirements to the registration list. The municiy 1.03 (20m)] as ineligible to vote on the date of the election,
clerk may reject any registration form and shall promptly notify\se address is located in the municipality, and whose name

the person whose registration is rejected of the rejection and fag '+ appear on the registration list for that municipaitipr
r?a?grnnteh?srgl;otlirbfﬁ rﬁgré;/\{shhc;sg reg;?itfri:gon_rlﬁg%erﬁegf rg:é/hrﬁ? ) permitting an elector to register to vote under this subsection,
ply 9 . Ne IS qualimed. 1he | e municipal clerk shall review the list. If the name of an elector
schoollstu_dent th”ol;s C}-Lljagf'-ed an%wnl be eI;]glbIekt]o vote atéh 0 wishes to register to vote appears on the list, the municipal
next election shall be filed in such a way that when a stu rk shall inform the elector that the elector is ineligible to regis-

attainsthe age of 18 years the student is registered to vote auto L A
ically. Each school board shall assure that the principal of ev ytto vote. If the elector maintains that he or she is eligible to vote

high school communicates elector registration information to sﬂtﬂ he election, the municipal clerk shall permit the elector to regis-
dents. er to vote but shall mark the elector’s registration form as “ineligi-

(¢) The principal of any private high school having a subst ble to vote per Department of Corrections.” If the elector wishes

. Lt SO ) vote, the municipal clerk shall challenge the elector’s ballot in
tial number of students residing in a municipality may request 4, oo e manner as provided for inspectors who challenge ballots
municipal clerk to establish registration dates when a special rﬁﬂ'der s. 6.79 (2) (dm)
IStrat.lon deDUty W.'” be. present In.the hlgh SChOOI’. or to appoin Q\IOTE: The bracketed language indicates the correct cross-reference. Cor-
specialschool registration deputy in accordance_ with par. _(b). Th&tive legislation is pending.
clerk shall establish registration dates or appoint a special schoot pon the filing of the registration form required by this sec-
registration deputy in the high school if the clerk determines t}gﬂ the municipal clerk or clerk’s agent under s. 6.33 (5) (b) shall
school to have a substantial number of students residing in {i&,e 3 certificate containing the name and address of the elector
municipality. addressed to the inspectors of the proper ward or election district
~(4) AT THE OFFICEOF THE COUNTY CLERK. Any person shall be directing that the elector be permitted to cast his or her vote if the
given an opportunity to register to vote at the office of the coundjector complies with all requirements for voting at the polling
clerkfor the county in which the person’s residence is located. face. The certificate shall be numbered serially, prepared in
applicant may complete the required registration form underggplicate and one copy preserved in the office of the municipal
6.33. Unless the county clerk performs registration functions fgerk.
the municipality where the elector resides undér33 (5) (b), the (c) At the time he or she appears at the correct polling place,

county clerk shall forward the form submitted by an elector to t : o :
appr(%riate municipal clerk, o to the board ofélection commitre elector shall deliver any certificate issued under par. (b) to the
sioners in cities over 500’00’0 population within 5 days of recei spectors. If the elector applies for and obtains an absentee bal-

The clerk shall forward the form immediately whenever registrigy 21 certificate shall be annexed to and mailed with the absen-
tion closes within 5 days of receipt. ee ballot to the office of the municipal clerk.

History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1973 c. 166, 225, 334; 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 378,(d) The nspectors shall record the names of electors who pres-
393’1 4132;%2993. 32;2 %Sl{si 9céém Sfé; 11%82; 5.0%22 s.3283; 5138230%3484;2 %95352 80304:é9ﬁ9certlf|cates in person or for whom certificates are presented
a.31,192; 1991 a. 221; 1999 a. 49, 182; 2001 a. 38, 51; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. it apsentee ballots under this section on the list maintained

. Lo under s6.56 (1). These names shall then be added to the registra-
6.29 Late registration in person. (1) No names may be tion list if the electors are qualified.

added to a registration list for any electaiter the close of regis- ™o+ 1677 ¢ 394: 1987 a. 391: 1989 a. 192: 1999 a. 182: 2001 . 51: 2003 a.

tration, except as authorized under this section or s. 6.55 (2pH: 2005 a. 451. ' ' ' ' '

6.86 (3) (a) 2. Any person whose name is not on the registration

list but who is otherwise a qualified elector is entitled to vote at tge30 How to register. (1) INPERSON. An elector shall apply

election upon compliance with this section. for registration in person, except as provided under sub. (4) and
(2) (a) Any qualified elector of a municipality who has nos. 6.86 (3) (a) 2.

previously filed a registration form or whose name does not (4) By maiL. Any eligible elector may register by mail on a
appear on the registration list of the municipality may registe§rm prescribed by the board and provided by each municipality.
after the close of registration but not later than 5 p.m. or the clog form shall be designed to obtain the information required in
of business, whichever is later, on the day before an election atdheg 33 (1) and to provide for changes authorized under s. 6.40 (1)
office of the municipal clerk and at the office of the clerk’s ageply. The form shall contain a certification by the elector that all
if the clerk delegates responsibility for electronic maintenance Qhtementsre true and correct. The form shall be prepostpaid for
the registration list to an agent under s. 6.33 (5) (b). The eleqiof,n when mailed at any point within the United States. The
shall complete, in the manner provided under s. 6.33 (2), a regi3m shall be available in the municipal clerk’s office and may be
tration form containing all information required under s. 6.33 (Iyistrinuted byany elector of the municipality. The clerk shall mail
The registration form shall also contain the following certifica; ggistration form to any elector upon written or oral request.
tion: “1, ...., hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, | aMy;ior- 1971 ¢. 249: 1975 c. 85 ss. 12, 65; 1975 . 199, 200, 275, 422 1977 c.
a qualified elector, having resided at ... for at least 10 days immedg, 304; 1983 a. 484; 1989 a. 192; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 51; 2003 a. 265.

ately preceding this election, and | have not voted at this election”Cross Reference:See also s. EIBd 3.02, Wis. adm. code.

The elector shall also provide proof of residence under s. 6.34.

Alternatively, ifthe elector is unable to provide proof of residend®32 Verification of certain registrations. (1) Upon
under s. 6.34, the information contained in the registration fom@ceipt of a registration form that is submitted by mail under s.
shall be corroborated in a statement that is signed by any otB&0 (4) or that is submitted by a special registration deputy
elector of the municipality and that contains the current strespointed under s. 6.26, the municipal clerk shall examine the
address of the corroborating elector. The corroborating elecliorm for sufficiency.
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(2) If the form is insufficient to accomplish registration or thédentifying document submitted by the elector as proof of resi-
clerk knows or has reliable information that the proposed electtence under s. 6.34, whenever required, and a space where the
is not qualified, the clerk shall notify the proposed elector withitlerk, for any applicant who possesses a valid voting identifica-
5 days, if possible, and request that the elector appear at the cléites card issued to the person under s. 6.47 (3), may record the
office or other registration center to complete a proper registratidentificationserial number appearing on the voting identification
or substantiate the information presented. card. Each county clerk shall obtain sufficient registration forms

(3) If the form is submitted later than the close of registratiofPr completion by an elector who desires to register to vote at the
the clerk shall make a good faith effort to notify the elector that REice of the county clerk under s. 6.28 (4).
or she may register at the clerk’s office under s. 6.29 or at the(2) (a) All information may be recorded by any person, except
properpolling place or other location designated under s. 6.55 (#)at the ward and aldermanic district, if any, other geographic

(4) If the form is sufficient to accomplish registration and théformation under sub. (1), the indication of whether the registra-
clerk has no reliable information to indicate that the proposé@n is received by mail, the type of identifying document sub-
elector is not qualified, the clerk shall enter the elector’s name 'B¥ted bythe elector as proof of residence under s. 6.34, whenever
the registration list and transmit a 1st class letter or postcard to"¢@uired, and any information relating to an applicant’s voting
registrant, specifying the elector’s ward or aldermanic district, ijentification card shall be recorded by the clerk. Each applicant
both, if any, and polling place. The letter or postcard shall be s&h@ll sign his or her own name unless the applicant is unable to
within 10 days of receipt of the form. If the letter or postcard §9n his or her name due to physical disability. In such case, the
returned, or if the clerk is informed of a different address than thgplicant may authorize another elector to sign the form on his or
one specified by the elector, the clerk shall change the status offebehalf. If the applicant so authorizes, the elector signing the
elector on the list from eligible to ineligible. The letter or postcaf@'M shall attest to a statement that the application is made upon
shall be marked in accordance with postal regulations to enstf@uest and by authorization of a named elector who is unable to
that it will be returned to the clerk if the elector does not residegn the form due to physical disability.

the address given on the letter or postcard. (b) Except as provided in s. 6.86 (3) (a) 2., the registration form
History: 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 260; 1983 a. 484; 2003 a. 265; 268tmll be signed by the registering elector and any corroborating
a. 451. elector under s. 6.29 (2) (a) or 6.55 (2) before the clerk, issuing

. S _ officer or registration deputy. The form shall contain a certifica-
6.325 Disqualification of electors.  No person may be dis- tion by the registering elector that all statements are true and cor-
qualified as an elector unless the municipal clerk, board of elggg.
tlgntcorgmls&gners ora cglallgnglljr;g[helffgor undérzﬂé demorj[- uali 4) When an individual’s registration is changed from eligible
strates beyond a reasonable dou at the person does not q ifeligible status, the municipal clerk or board of election com-

as an elector or is not properly registered. If it appears that {isiners shall enter the date and reason for change on the regis-
challenged elector is registered at a residence in this state o fon list

thanthe one where the elector now resides, the municipal clerk o (5) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), whenever a municipal

board of election commissioners shall, befoeemitting the elec- K . id istrati id ch f
tor to vote, require the elector to transfer his or her registratai%gr receives a valid registration or valid change ora name or

under s. 6.40 (1) (a) and shall notify the municipal clerk or boaggdress under an existing registration and whenever a municipal
of election commissioners at the former residence. The munici%wrk changes a registration from eligible to ineligible status, the

clerk or board of election commissioners may require naturaliZg/nicipal clerk shall promptly enter electronically on the list
applicants to show their naturalization certificates. maintained byhe board under s. 6.36 (1) the information required

History: 1983 a. 484 s. 37; 1985 a. 304; 2003 a. 265. under that subsection, except that the municipal clerk may update
’ ' any entries that change on the date of an election in the municipal-
6.33 Registration forms; manner of completing. ity within 30 days after that date, and the municipal clerk shall pro-

(1) The board shall prescribe the format, size, and shape of re ide to the board information that is qonfldentlal under s. 6.47 (2)
tration forms. All forms shall be printed on cards and each itdfhSuch manner as the board prescribes.

of information shall be of uniform font size, as prescribed by the (b) The municipal clerk of any municipality may, by mutual
board. The municipal clerk shall supply sufficient form to meépnsent, designate any other municipal clerk or any county clerk
voter registration needs. The forms shall be designed to obtagnthe clerk’s agent to carry out the functions of the municipal
from each applicant information as to name; date; residence logigrk under this section for that municipality. The municipal clerk
tion; citizenship; date of birth; age; the number of a valid operghall notify the county clerk of each county in which the munici-
tor’s license issued to the elector under ch. 343 or the last 4 digidity is located and the board of any such designation in writing.
of the elector’s social security account number; whether the apglhe municipal clerk may, by similar notice to the clerk's agent at
cant has resided within the ward or election district for at least le@st 14days prior to the effective date of any change, discontinue
days; whether the applicant has been convicted of a felony fa@ designation. If the municipal clerk designates another munici-
which he or she has not been pardoned, and if so, whetherfakclerk or a county clerk as his or her agent, the municipal clerk
applicant is incarcerated, or on parole, probation, or extenddtill immediately forward all registration changes filed with the
supervision; whether the applicant is disqualified on any othelerk and voting record information obtained by the clerk to the
ground from voting; and whether the applicant is currently regiglerk’s agent for electronic entry on the registration list.

i i istory: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (1), (2); 1971 c. 336 s. 37; 1975 c. 85 ss. 15, 16, 17,
tered tovote at any other location. The form shall include a Spa (3); 1975 ¢. 94 s. 91; 1977 c. 378, 394, 447; 1979 c. 32; 1981 c. 44 s. 3; 1981 c.

for the applicant’s signature and the signature of any corroborgi; s 23; 1085 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 31, 192; 1999 a. 49, 182; 2001 &, 51; 2003
ing elector. The form shall include a space to enter the namev.af65; 2005 a. 451.

any special registration deputy under s. 6.26 or 6.55 (6) or inspec- ] ) ) ]

tor, municipal clerk, or deputy clerk under s. 6.55 (2) who obtaifis34 Proof of residence required. (1) In this section:

the form and a space for the deputy, inspector, clerk, or deputy(a) “Military elector” means a member of a uniformed service
clerk to sign his or her name, affirming that the deputy, inspecton active duty who, by reason of that duty, is absent from the resi-
clerk, or deputy clerk has accepted the form. The form shd#nce where the member is otherwise qualifiathte; a member
include a space for entry of the ward and aldermanic district,oif the merchant marine, as defined in s. 6.22 (1) (a), who by reason
any, where the elector resides and any other information requioédservice in the merchant marine, is absent from the residence
to determine the offices and referenda for which the elector is cghere the member is otherwise qualified to vote; or the spouse or
tified to vote. The form shall also include a space where the cleiépendent of any such member who, by reason of the duty or ser-
may record an indication of whether the form is received by mailce ofthe member, is absent from the residence where the spouse
a space where the clerk may record an indication of the typeocofdependent is otherwise qualified to vote.

Text from the 2005-06 Wis. Stats. database updated by the Revisor of Statutes. Only printed statutes are certified under s. 35 .18
(2), stats. Statutory changes effective prior to 6-2—-07 are printed as if currently in effect. Statutory changes effective on or a fter
6-2-07 are designated by NOTES. Report errors at (608) 266-2011, FAX 264-6978, http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/



Electronic reproduction of 2005-06 Wis. Stats. database, updated and current through May 31, 2007 and 2007 Wis. Act 14.

Updated 05-06 Wis. Stats. Database 10
6.34 THE ELECTORS Not certified under s. 35.18 (2), stats.

(b) “Overseas elector” means an elector who resides outsidga) In alphabetical order of the electors’ names.
the United States and who is quallfled under federal law to VOte(b) In a|phabetica| order according to street names, in numeri-

in elections for national office in this state because the elector Wa$ order on each street and in a|phabetica| order of the electors’
last domiciled in this state immediately prior to the electorigames at each address on the street.

departure from the Umt?d St_ates. (Im) Original registration forms of electors who have
(2) Except as authorized in ss. 6.29 (2) (a) and 6.86 (3) (2) ghtained a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2) shall be filed in

upon completion of a registration form prescribed under s. 6.3gyhapetical order after the forms of the other electors.

each elector who is required to register under s. 6.27, who is n 3) Original registration forms shall be maintained in the

a military elector or an overseas elector and who registers after t fth icinal clerk or board of elect S
close of registration under s. 6.29 or 6.86 (3) (a) 2., shall provf& ce of the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners

. ot " ; Il times.
an identifying document that establishes proof of residence un8tp ) ) ) ) ) )
sub.(3). Each elector who is required to register under s. 6.27 m%ﬁas?.'ﬁml;gfgls% 2001085 o197 1908 & 45 3005 o 265 30g. 0 ¢ 3%
is not a military elector or an overseas elector who registers by
mail, and who has not voted in an election in this state shall, if vgt3  Official registration list. (1) (a) The board shall com-
ing in person, provide an identifying document that establishgfe and maintain electronically an official registration list. The
proof of residence under sub. (3) or, if voting by absentee ballpit shall contain the name and address of each registered elector
provide a copy of an identifying document that establishes prggfihe state, the date of birth of the elector, the ward and aldermanic
of residence under sub. (3). If the elector registered by mail, H8trict of the elector, if any, and, for each elector, a unique regis-
identifying document may not be a residential lease. tration identification number assigned by the board, the number
(3) (&) Anidentifying document used to establish proof of ast a valid operator’s license issued to the elector under ch. 343, if
elector’s residence under sub. (2) shall contain the informatigny, or the last 4 digits of the elector’s social security account
required under par. (b) and is limited to one of the following: number, if any, any identification serial nber issued to the elec-
1. Acurrent and valid operator’s license issued under ch. 34&. under s. 6.47 (3), the date of any election in which the elector
2. A current and valid identification card issued under ¥otes, an indication of whether the elector is a military elector, as

343.50. defined in sub. (2) (c), who has so certified under s. 6.865 (3m),
3. Any other official identification card or license issue@” indication of whether the elector is an overseas elector, as
by a Wisconsin governmental body or unit. defined in s. 6.24 (1), any information relating to the elector that

ppears on the current list transmitted to the board by the depart-
nt of corrections under s. 301.03 (20) [s. 301.03 (20m)], an
ication of any accommodation required under s. 5.25 (4) (a) to
rmitvoting by the elector, an indication of the method by which
. . the elector’s registration form was received, and such other infor-
" 5. A rea(ljpro;gﬁrn(/jta;x b'f”tgr re|ce|{qt for the current year Fhation asnay be determined by the board to facilitate administra-
€ year preceding the date or the electon. tion of elector registration requirements.

6. Except as provided in sub. (2), a residential lease. NOTE: The bracketed language indicates the correct cross—reference. Cor-

7. Auniversity, college, or technical college fee or identfective legislation is pending.
fication card that contains a photograph of the cardholdearé ~ (b) 1. The list shall be open to public inspection under s. 19.35
underthis subdivision that does not contain the information speit) and shall be electronically accessible by any person, except
fied in par. (b) shall be considered proof of residence if the univéhat:
sity, college, or technical college that issued the card provides aa. No person other than an employee of the board, a municipal
certified and current list of students who reside in housing spaerk, a deputy clerk, an executive director of a city board of elec-
sored bythe university, college, or technical college to the municiion commissioners, or a deputy designated by the executive
pal clerk prior to the election showing the current address of @ligector may view the date of birth, registration identification
students and if the municipal clerk, special registration deputy,fifmber, operator’s license number, or social security account
inspector verifies that the student presenting the card is inclugg@nber of an electathe address of an elector to whom an identifi-

4. An official identification card or license issued by a
employer in the normal course of business that contains
photograph of the cardholder or license holder, but not includi
a business card. P

on the list. cation serial number is issued under s. 6.47 (3), or any indication
8. A utility bill for the period commencing not earlier tharof an accommodation required under s. 5.25 (4) (a) to permit vot-

90 days before the day registration is made. ing by an elector.
9. A bank statement. b. No person other than an employee of the board, a municipal
10. A paycheck. clerk, or arelection offi‘cial wh.o is authorized by a municipal clerk
11. A check or other document issued by a unit of goverfidy make a change in the list.

ment. 2. The list shall be electronically accessible by name and shall

(b) The identifying documents prescribed in par. (a) shall coplso be accessible in alphabetical order of the electors’ names for
tain all of the following in order to be considered proof of resihe entire state and for each county, municipality, ward, and com-

dence: bination of wards authorized under s. 5.15 (6) (b).
1. A current and complete name, including both the given and(C) The list shall be designed in such a way that the municipal
family name. clerk or board of election commissioners of any municipality and

2. Acurrent and complete residential address, including8Y election official who is authorized by the clerk or executive
numbered street address, if any, and the name of a ’municipa ector ofthe board oélection commissioners may, by electronic
o ' e . nsmission, add entries to or change entries on the list for any
c¢) ldentifying documents specified in par. (a) which are val ' © ; O - i
for(u)se durinfé]/ agspecified pericf)d must beFi/aIic(i ()m the day that%gﬁctorwho resides in, or who the list identifies as residing in, that

elector makes application for registration in order to constitu‘f’éun'c'pa“ty and no other ml_mlmpa_ll_ty. ) .
proof of residence. (d) Upon receipt of official notification by the appropriate

History: 2005 a. 451 ss. 40, 43, 44. election administrative authority of another state, territorgper
session that an elector whose name appears on the list has regis-
6.35 Filing registration forms. (1) Under the direction of tered to vote in that state, territory, or possession, the board or the
the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners, the origitunicipal clerk of the municipality where the elector formerly
nal registration forms shall be filed in one of the following waysesidedshall change the elector’s registration from eligible to inel-

except as provided in sub. (1Im): igible status.
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(e) If the board adds the name of any elector to the list, ttieir designees under s. 6.33 (5) (b), and shall specify a method for
board shall promptly notify the municipal clerk of the municipalsuch allocation.
ity where the elector resides. If the board changes the registratidtistory: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85; 1977 c. 394 ss. 21, 22, 53; 1999 a. 49;
of any elector from eligible to ineligible status, the board sha&ff03 a 265, 327, 2005 a. 451, 2007 a. 1.
promptly notify the municipal clerk of the municipality where th
elector resides or, if the elector has changed his or her resid

?g Transferring registration. (1) ELECTOR INITIATIVE.
from one municipality to another municipality in this state, shaif*

Change of residencel. Any registered elector shall transfer

elector resided prior to the change. Notification shall be made/fPerson with the municipal clerk or by mailing to the municipal
writing or by electronic transmission. If the board changes t 'Lgrk a signed request stating his or her present address, affirming
registration of any elector from eligible to ineligible status, thatthis will be his or her residence for 10 days prior to the election
boardshall make an entry on the list giving the date of and the r%‘-d providing the address where he or she was last registered.
son for the change. ternatively,the elector may transfer his or her registration at the

roperpolling place or other registration location under s. 6.02 (2)
(f) The board shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure tﬁ?‘%ccordance with s. 6.55 (2) (3). If an elector is voting in the ward

the I'S‘ft IS malnlialnedltln atmanr:erttt]halt_ ptrecludes unauthorized RErajection district where the elector formerly resided, the change
SOns from maxing afterations 1o the list. ~ shall be effective for the next election.
(2) (a) Exceptas provided in par. (b), each registration list pre- 5 ¢ 5 municipal clerk receives a request from an elector to

paredfor use as a poll list at a polling place or for purposes of Cafsster his or her registration to another municipalithis state,

vassing absentee ballots at an election shall contain the full N4 vjerk shall change the elector's registration and shall notify the

and address of each registered elector; a blank column for P STy ; ;
. ' icipal clerk of the municipality to which the elector is chang-
entry ofthe serial number of the electors when they vote or the hispor her residence pality g

list number used by the municipal board of absentee ballot car~ 3 If icinal clerk . tf lect h

vassers in canvassing absentee ballots; an indication next to, the>:. ' & MUNICIpa&l Clerk receives a request from an elector who

name of each elector for whom proof of residence under s. 6'3 egistered in another municipality to transfer his or her registra-
n to the municipality served by the clerk, the clerk shall change

is required; and a form of certificate bearing the certification oftr;i_(gie lector” “strafi d shall nofify th icinal clerk of th
administrator of the elections division of the board stating that t elector's registration and shall notify the municipal clerk of the

list is a true and complete registration list of the municipality (5phun|C|paI;ty vv_gere the elector formerly resided of the elector’s
the ward or wards for which the list is prepared. change ot residence. ’ _
NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as amended by 2007 Wis. Act 1 eff. the initiation date ~~ (C) Name change.Whenever an elector’s name is legally
as set forth in section 209 (1) of that Act. Prior to that date it reads: changed, including a change by marriage or divorce, the elector
(a) Except as provided in par. (b), each registration list prepared for use as shall transfer his or her registration to his or her legal name by
a poll list at a polling place or for purposes of canvassing absentee ballots at a”appearing in person or mailing to the municipal clerk a signed
election shall contain the full name and address of each registered elector; a . . ;
blank column for the entry of the serial number of the electors when they vote requeSt for a transfer of reglstratlo_n to _SUCh name. AItematNely(
or the poll list number used by the municipal board of absentee ballot canvassers a registered elector may make notification of a name change at his
in canvassing absentee ballots; an indication next to the name of each elector foror her polling place under s. 6.55 (2) (d).

whom proof of residence under s. 6.34 iquired; and a form of certificate bear- ..

ing the certification of the executive director of the board stating that the list is 2 CLERK_S INITIATIVE. (@ M_un|C|paI _Clerks_ may tra_nSfer any

a true and complete registration list of the municipality or the ward or wards for ~ €lector’s registration upon receipt of reliable information that the

which the list is prepared. elector has changed residence within the municipality. The clerk
(b) If an elector obtains a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (Zhall mail the elector a notice of the transfer.

the registration list shall be prepared such that the address of th@) In addition to the revision which is required under s. 6.50,

electordoes not appear on copies of the list that are used at poli@nicipalclerks may conduct door-to—door and mail registration

places. canvasses ainy time. The door-to—door canvass shall consist of
(c) The list shall contain, next to the name of each elector, laoth the identification of electors who no longer reside at the

indication of whether proof of residence under s. 6.34 is requiraddresgor which they are registered and the addition to the regis-

for the elector to be permitted to vote. Proof of residencetrationlist of the names of electors who reside at that address. The

required if the elector is not a military elector or an overseas eletail canvass shall consist of verification that eligible electors con-

tor and the elector registers by mail and has not previously votedie to reside at the addresses shown on the registration list after

in an election in this state. the mailing of notices in accordance with s. 6.50 (1) and (2). The
(3) The original registration forms shall be controlling whenmail canvass may also consist of adding to the registration list the

ever discrepancies occur in entering information from the forri@mes of eligible electors whose names do not appear on the list.
under s. 6.33 (5). Both door-to—door and mail canvasses whenever made shall be

(4) The names and identification serial numbers of electdfi@de throughout the municipality in a uniform manner.efs-
who have obtained a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2) sh&j[ Who wishes to obtain a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2)
appearseparately after the remainder of the list. These names % gliregister at the dite of the municipal clerk of the municipal-
serial numbers shall be arranged alphabetically by last name Y Where the elector resides.

(5) After each general election, the board shall contact the (3) RECORDINGCHANGES. All changes of names aaddresses

chief election official of each state from which an elector wh'der this section shall be filed with the municipal clerk and the
rk shall then correct the official registration list.

voted in that election presented a valid driver’s license under-s; ™ > s ) )
6.29 (2) (a), 6.55 (2) (b) Or (c) 1., Or 6.86 (3) () 2. for SO 0NG 8873, 2%, 53 1963 a- 464, 1636 a, 300 19604, 40: 2003 3. 268, ' ¢ 0"
the license remains valid. The board shall inquire whether the
holder of the driver’s license voted in that election in that states 45 Access to registration list. (1) After the deadline for

(6) The board shall establish by rule the fee for obtainingravision of the registration list, the municipal clerk shall make
copy of the official registration list, or a portion of the list. Theopies othe list for election use. The registration list and any sup-
amount of the fee shall be set, after consultation with county gulémentalists which are prepared at polling places or other regis-
municipal election officials, at an amount estimated to cover bdtlation locations under s. 6.55, shall be open to public inspection.
the cost of reproduction and the cost of maintaining the list at tHader the regulations prescribed by the municipal clerk, any per-
state and local level. The rules shall require that revenues fream may copy the registration list at the office of the clerk. A regis-
fees received be shared between the state and municipalitiesaiion list maintained at a polling place may be examined by any
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person who is observing the proceedings under s. 7.41 when sub®TE: Par. (b) is shown as affected by two acts of the 2005ionsin legisla-
use does not interfere with the conduct of the election. ture and as merged by the revisor under s. 13.93 (2) (€).
(1m) The registration list and any supplemental lists Whicg (c) ddProteg:ted I?quVIdtyal\l rrtljeans tz;m |2nd|V|duaI whose name
are prepared at polling places or other registration locations un Qg a ) ress Is conti erl lal under sub. (2). -
s. 6.55, shall be open to public inspection. Under the regulationdd) ‘“Protective order” means a temporary restraining order or
prescribed byhe municipal clerk, any person may copy the regi€" injunction issued under s. 813.12 or 813.125.
trationlist at the office of the clerk. A registration list maintained (dm) “Sexual assault victim service provider” means an orga-
at a polling place may be examined by any person who is obsdHzation that is certified by the department of justice as _eligible to
ing the proceedings under s. 7.41 when such use does not intefRgeive grants under s. 165.93 (2) and whose name is included on
with the conduct of the election. This subsection does not apph list provided by the board under s. 7.08 (10).
to information that is confidential under s. 6.47. (e) “Shelter” means a place where at least 4 unrelated individu-
(2) The municipal clerk shall furnish upon request to eads reside that .prc_)vides residential shelter to indi.viduals whose
candidate who has filed nomination papers for an office whi@§rsonal security is or may be threatened by family members or
represents at least part of the residents of the municipality ¢{Ber persons with whom the individuals have had contact.
copy of the current registration list for those areas for which he or(2) Except aswuthorized in sub. (8), the board, each municipal
she is a candidate for a fee not to exceed the cost of reproductiterk, each agent designated under s. 6.33 (5) (b), and each elec-
The clerk shall exclude information that is confidential under #on official shall withhold from public inspection under s. 19.35
6.47 (2) from copies of the list, except as authorized under s. 6(4¥the name and address of any eligible individual whose name

(8). appears on a poll list or registration list if the individual provides
History: 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394 s. 53; 1983 a. 484; 1989 a. 192; 1999 atlh® municipal clerk with a valid written request to protect the indi-
182; 2001 a. 38. vidual’s confidentiality. To be valid, a request under this subsec-

) . ) tion must be accompanied by a copy of a protective order that is

6.46 Poll lists; copying. (1) Polllists shall be preserved byin effect, an affidavit under sub. (1) (am) 2. that is dated within 30
the municipal clerk until destruction or other disposition is authgays of the date of the request, a statement signed by the operator
rized under s. 7.23. or an authorized agent of the operator of a shelter that is dated

(2) Pall lists shall be open to public inspection, except as pnaithin 30days of the date of the request and that indicates that the
vided in s. 6.47. The municipal clerk shall furnish upon requesperator operates the shelter and that the individual making the
to each candidate who has filed nomination papers for an offiegjuest resides in the shelter, or a statement signed by an autho-
which represents at least part of the municipality one copy of ttized representative of a domestic abuse victim service provider
current poll list for those areas for which he or she is a candidatea sexual assault victim service provider under sub. (1) (am) 4.
for a fee not to exceed the cost of reproduction. If a copyitigat isdated within 30 days of the date of the request. A physically
machine isot accessible, the clerk shall remove the lists from tlgsabled individual who appears personally at the office of the
office for the purposes of copying, and return them immediateiyunicipal clerk accompanied by another elector of this state may
thereafter.The clerk shall exclude information that is confidentiatlesignate that elector to make a request under this subsection on
under s. 6.47 (2) from copies of the list, except as authorized uniisror her behalf.

s. 6.47 (8). (3) Upon receiving a valid written request from an elector
History: 1975 c. 85, 199; 1999 a. 49. under sub. (2), the municipal clerk shall issue to the elector a vot-
i o ) ) ) o ing identification card on a form prescribed by the board that shall
6.47 Confidentiality of information relating to victims ~ contain the name of the elector’s municipality of residence and,
of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking. (1) Inthis  in the case of a town, the county in which the town is located, the
section: elector’s name, the ward in which the elector resides, if any, and

(ag) “Domestic abuse victim service provider®ans an orga- a unique identification serial number issued by the board. The
nization that is certified by the department of health and famifyumber issued to an elector under this subsection shall not be
services as eligible to receive grants under s. 46.95 (2) and whasangedor so long as the elector continues to qualify for a listing
name is included on the list provided by the board under s. 7108ler sub. (2).

(10). (4) Except as provided in sub. (5), a confidential listing under
(am) “Eligible individual” means: sub.(2) expires on the date that a protective order expires, the date
1. An individual who has been granted a protective order ti{3gt the protected individual ceases to reside in a shelter, the date

is in effect. that updated information is received from a sheriff, the chief of a

police department, or a district attorney or the authorized repre-

ek fthe muniopaly wher e ndiual resides,on a for3E'20ve O Snerl, e, ALy, o enc o e,
prescribed by the board, that is signed by a sheriff, the chief #Her sub. (2), whichever is earlier.

police department, or a district attorney or the authorized repre- " ) o
sentative of aheriff, chief, or district attorney and directed to the (5) (&) The municipal clerk shall cancel a confidential listing
municipal clerk, and that verifies that a person has been charJ8ger sub. (2) if: . - . .
with or convicted of an offense relating to domestic abuse, sexual 1. The clerk receives notification from a sheriff, chief of
assault, or stalking in which the individual was a victim and reBolice, or district attorney or the authorized representative of a
sonably continues to be threatened by that person. sheriff, chief, or district attorney under sub. (10).

3. An individual who resides in a shelter. 2. The name of the protected individual is legally changed.

4. An individual who submits a dated statement to the munic- 3- The protected individual changes his or her address without
ipal clerk that includes the individual’s full name, that is signed djetifying the municipal clerk.
an authorized representative of a domestic abuse victim service4. The municipal clerk finds that the protected individual pro-
provider or a sexual assault victim service provided that indi- Vided false information to the clerk for the purpose of obtaining
cates that the individual received services from the providaiconfidential listing under sub. (2).
within the 24-month period ending on the date of the statement.(b) An individual whose confidential listing is canceled under
(b) “Offense relating to domestic abuse, sexual assault, - (&) may file a new request and qualify under sub. (2) to obtain
stalking” means an offense specified in s. 940.19, 940.20 (1rdyenewal of the listing.
940.201, 940.22, 940.225, 940.32, 947.013, 948.02, 948.025(6) Upon expiration of a confidential listing on a registration

2. An individual who files an affidavit with the municipal

948.06, 948.085, 948.09, or 948.095. list under sub. (2), the municipal clerk shall change the registra-
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tion of the protected individual to ineligible statudess the indi- such clerk or board may make the decision without consulting the
vidual files a new request and qualifies under sub. (2) to obtaintellenged elector. If the municipal clerk or board of election
renewal othe listing or unless the individual applies for and qualeommissioners does not sustain the challenge, the challenged
fies to obtain a nonconfidential voter registration. Except atector’s registration remains valid.

authorized in sub. (8), the municipal clerk shall withhold from (c) If the challenging elector fails to appear before the munici-
public inspection under s. 19.35 (1) the name and address of gayclerk within one week or in cities of more than 500,000 popula-
individual whose registration is changed under this subsectionig fails to appear before the board of election commissioners
the individual qualified for a confidential listing at the time of thaindersub. (2) to answer questions and take the oath under s. 6.925,
listing. such clerk or board shall cancel the challenge.

(7) (a) If the municipal clerk has notice that a confidential list- (d) If the clerk determines that the challenged elector is not
ing under sub. (2) is scheduled to expire, the municipal clerk shgllalified, the clerk shall change the challenged elector’s registra-
provide 30 days’ notice to the protected individual of the schegbn from eligible to ineligible status on the registration list and
uled expiration of the listing. notify the inspectors for the ward or election district where the

(b) If notice to a protected individual is not provided under palector was registered.

(@), the municipal clerk shall provide notice to the subject individ- (2) SpeciaL PROCEDUREIN POPULOUSCITIES. (@) In cities of
ual upon changing a listed individual to ineligible status undgfore than 500,000 population, objectiomay be made before the

sub. (6). board of election commissioners which shall sit on the last
(8) The municipal clerk shall provide access to a name aMéednesday before each election from 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. and from

address under sub. (2): 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. to hear objections then made or deferred under
(a) To alaw enforcement officer for official purposes. sub. (1). If all the objections cannot then be determined, the com-

(b) To a state or local governmental officer pursuant to a SISEI_SSIOHGI‘S shall sit QUrlqg the same h_ours the next day. .

cific law that necessitates obtaining the name or address. (b) Upon appearing in person, objectors shall be examined,
(c) Pursuant to a court order citing a reason that access to der oath, by the commissioners and testimakgn. Judgment

name or address should be provided ré&ts with the board of election commissioners and decisions shall

S ) be rendered as soon as heard. All cases are heard and decided

(d) To a clerk of circuit court for purposes of s. 756.04 (5) (&Jummarily. The commissioners shall determine whether the per-
(e) Atthe request of a protected individual, for purposes of pgon objected to is qualified. If they determine that a person is not

mitting that individual to sign a petition under s. 59.05 (2)jmoa  qualified, the executive director of the board of election commis-

test petition, consent or counter petition under s. 125.05. sioners shall change the elector from eligible to ineligible status
(9) No person who obtains access to a name or address udiethe registration list and shall notify the proper ward officials of

sub.(8) may disclose the name or address to any person other fii@nchange immediately.

a public employee for the same purpose for which the information(3) CHALLENGE BASED ON INCOMPETENCY. Section 6.03 (3)

was obtained. applies taany challenge which is made to registration based on an
(10) If a sheriff, chief of a police department, or district attorallegation that an elector is incapable of understanding the objec-

ney has signed or the authorized representative of a sheriff, cHigg of the elective process and thereby ineligible for registration.

or district attorney has signed an affidavit under sub. (1) (am) 2.(4) DisQuALIFicaTioN. The municipal clerk or board of elec-

and the sheriff, chief, district attorney or authorized representatii@n commissioners may not disqualify an elector under this sec-

later obtains information that the person who wasggthwith an tion except upon the grounds and in accordance with the proce-

offense relating tdomestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking is Worre specified in s. 6.325.

longer so charged or that the person’s judgment of conviction halgistory: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1973 c. 334; 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394; 1979

been vacated, and the charge or conviction was the sole basi§-fb0: 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 2003 a. 265.

the affidavit, the sheriff, chief, district attorney or authorized regs

resentative shall provide written notice of that information to tqg\?vo Revision of registration list. = (1) Within 90 days fol-
municipal clerk to whom the affidavit was directed. ing each general electiatmhe municipal clerk or board of elec-

o ) ) ; tion commissioners of each municipality shall examine the regis-
History: 1999 . 49, 186; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 253, 277, 278: 13.93 (2) (). yration records and identify each elector who has not voted within
; ; ; the previous 4 years if qualified to do so during that entire period

6.48 Challenging registration. (1) GENERAL PROCEDURE. . ; . . ;
(a) Any registered elector of a municipality may challenge t d shall mail a notice to the elector in substantially the following

registration of any other registered elector by submitting to t gm: .

municipalclerk or executive director of the board of election com- NOTICE OF SUSPENSION OF

missioners in cities of more than 500,000 population an affidavit REGISTRATION

stating that the elector is not qualified to vote and the reasonsYou are hereby notified that your voter registration will be sus-
therefor. The clerk or director, upon receipt of the affidavit, shglended, according to state law, for failure to vote within the pre-

mail anotification of the challenge to the challenged elector, at Mus 4-year period, unless you apply for continuation of your
or her registered address. registration within 30 days. You may continue your registration

(b) The challenged and challenging electors shall app@grggm_ng the statement below and returning it to this office by
before the municipal clerk within one week of notification offail or in person.
arrange under sufR) to appear before the board of election com- APPLICATION FOR CONTINUATION
missioners. The challenging elector shall make an affidavit OF REGISTRATION
answering any questions necessary to determine the challengedhereby certify that | still reside at the address at which | am
elector’s qualifications. Judgment rests with the municipal cler&gistered and apply for continuation of registration.
and decisions shall be rendered as soon as heard. If the clerk can- Signed ...
not resolve the issue or has reservations as to the answers, the clerk Present Address ...
may require the challenging elector to take the oath under s. 6.92
If the challenged elector appears and contests any answer of
challenging elector, the clerk may require the challenged elec
to take ?hegoath under s. 6.94 andyto e?nswer any questi%n nece g€ of name or address form. . .
to determine the challenged elector’s qualifications. If the chal- LOffice of clerk or board of election commissioners
lenging elector appears before the municipal clerk or board ofAddress
election commissioners but the challenged elector fails to appearTelephone]”.

you have changed your residence within this municipality or
ged your name, please contact this office to complete a
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(2) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners (10) Any qualified elector whose registration is changed from
shall change the registration of all notified electors under sub. &ligible to ineligible status under this section may reregister as
who have not applied for continuation of registration within 3provided under s. 6.28 (1), 6.29 (2), or 6.55 (2).

days of the date of mailing of the notice of suspension from eligiHistory: 1971 c. 242; 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1971 c. 336 s. 37; 1973 c. 164; 1975
ble to ineliaible status C. 85, 199, 200; 1977 c. 394 ss. 27, 53; 1979 c. 260; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987
9 . a. 391; 1999 a. 150 s. 672; 2003 a. 265, 326; 2005 a. 451.

(3) Upon receipt of reliable information that a registered elec-
tor has changed his or her residence to a location outside ofgt84 Failure to register; rights.  No name may be added to
municipality, the municipal clerk or board of election commisthe registration list after the close of registration, but any person
sionersshall notify the elector by mailing a notice by 1st class maithose name is not on the registration list but who is otherwise a
to the elector’s registration address stating the source of the intqualified elector is entitled to vote at the election upon compliance
mation. All municipal departments and agencies receiving infagith s. 6.29 or 6.55.
mation that a registered elector has changed his or her residengistory: 1985 a. 304 s. 60.
shall notify the clerk or board of election commissioners. If the
elector no longer resides in the municipality or fails to apply f&55 Polling place registration; voting by certification.
continuation of registration within 30 days of the date the noti€8) (a) 1. Except where the procedure under par. (c) or (cm) is
is mailed, the clerk or board of election commissioners shamployed, any person who qualifies as an elector in the ward or
change the elector’s registration from eligible to ineligible statuglection district where he or she desires to vote, but has not pre-
Upon receipt of reliable information that a registered elector hagusly filed a registration form, or was registered at another loca-
changed his or her residence within the municipality, the munigion, may request permission to vote at the polling place for that
pal clerk or board of election commissioners shall transfer ti@rd or election district, or at an alternate polling place assigned
elector’s registration and mail the elector a notice of the transkétder s5.25 (5) (b). When a proper request is made, the inspector
under s. 6.40 (2). This subsection does not restrict the right ofs&ll require the person to execute a registration form prescribed

elector to challenge any registration under s. 6.325, 6.48, 6.9P% the board. The registration form shall be completed in the man-
6.93, or 7.52 (5). ner provided under s. 6.33 (2) and shall contain all information

(4) The municipal clerk or board of election commissionefgduired under s. 6.33 (1), together with the following certifica-
shall change the registration of deceased electors from eligibl '?@' .
ineligible status by means of checking vital statistics reports. No'I. ---., hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, I am

notice need be sent of registration changes made under this §@ualified elector, having resided at .... for at least 10 days imme-
section. diately preceding this election, and | have not voted at this elec-

(5) The registration of any elector whose address is listed atf%‘ . ) -
building which has been condemned for human habitation by the 2 If @ change of address is made from outside the municipal-
municipality under s. 66.0413 (1) (j) shall be investigated by th¥: the municipal clerk shall file the notice required under s. 6.40
municipal clerk or board of election commissioners. If the cle (@) 3. ) ) ]
or board of election commissioners can find no reason why the(b) Upon executing the registration form under par. (a), the
registration ofuch an elector should not be changed from eligibfectorshall provide proof of residence under s. 6.34. If the elector
to ineligible status, the clerk or board of election commissioneggnnot provide proof of residence, the information contained in
shall Change the elector’s registration status. If the eleatoleft the registration form shall be porrqborated na Sta’.[e.me.nt that is
a forwarding address with the U.S. postal service, a noticesi@ned by any elector who resides in the same municipality as the
change in status shall be mailed by the clerk or board of electi§fistering elector and that contains the current street address of
commissioners to the forwarding address. the corroborating elector. The corroborator shall then provide

(6) The municipal clerk, upon authorization by an eIectoPrOOf of residence as provided ir6s34. If the elector is register-

; : . - - ~-1Ag to vote in the general election and the elector presents a valid
ztﬁﬂschange the elector's registration from eligible to ineligib} river’s license issued by another state, the inspector or deputy

, . L ..., shall record on a separate list the name and address of the elector,
(7) When an elector’s registration is changed from eligible {fe name of the state, and the license number and expiration date

ineligible status, the municipal clerk shall make an entry on tgene license. The signing by the elector executing the registra-
registration list, giving the date of and reason for the change. tjon form and by any corroborator shall be in the presence of the

(8) Any municipal governing body may direct the municipagpecial registration deputy or inspector who shall then print his or
clerk or board of election commissioners to arrange with the Ugr name on and sign the form, indicating that the deputy or
postal service pursuant to applicable federal regulations, itgpector has accepted the form. Upon compliance with this pro-
receive change of address information with respect to individuaksdure, the elector shall be permitted to cast his or her vote, if the
residing within the municipality for revision of the elector regiselectorcomplies with all other requirements for voting at the poll-
tration list. If required by the U.S. postal service, the governimgg place.

body may create a registration commission consisting of the(c) 1. As an alternative to registration at the polling place under
municipalclerk or executive director of the board of election conpars. (a) and (b), the board of election commissioners, or the gov-
missioners and 2 other electors of the municipality appointed &hing body of any municipality may by resolution require a per-
the clerk or executive director for the purpose of making applicgon who qualifies as an elector and who is not registered and
tion for address changes and processing the information receiv@skires to register on the day of an election to do so at another
The municipal clerk or executive director shall act as chairpers@dily accessible location in the same building as the polling
of the commission. Any authorization under this subsection shalthce serving the elector’s residence or at an alternate polling
be for a definite period or until the municipal governing bodglace assigned under s. 5.25 (5) (b), instead of at the polling place
otherwisedetermines. The procedure shall apply uniformly to theerving the elector’s residence. In such case, the municipal clerk
entire municipality whenever used. The procedure shall provigeall prominently post a notice of the registration location at the
for receipt of complete change of address information on an aysotling place. The elector who desires to register shall execute a
matic basis, or not less often than once every 2 years during rdngistration form as prescribed under fay.and provide proof of

60 days preceding the close of registration for the September pgsidence as provided under s. 6.34. If the elector cannot provide
mary. If amunicipality adopts the procedure for obtaining addregsoof of residence, the information contained in the registration
correctionsunder this subsection, it need not comply with the préerm shall be corroborated in the manner provided in par. (b). If
cedure for mailing address verification cards under subs. (1) ahd elector is registering to vote in the general election and the

(2). electorpresents a valid driver’s license issued by another state, the
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municipal clerk, deputy clerk, or special registration deputy shallection may request permission to vote at the polling place for
record on a separate list the name and address of the electotthtieward or election district. When the request is made, the
name of the state, and the license number and expiration datagpector shall require the person to give his or her name and
the license. The signing by the elector executing the registrataddress. If the elector is not at the polling place which serves the
form and by any corroborator shall be in the presence of tward or election district where the elector resides, the inspector
municipal clerk, deputy clerk or special registration deputy. Tisiall provide the elector with directions to the correct polling
municipal clerk, the deputy clerk, or the special registration deplace. Ifthe elector is at the correct polling place, the elector shall
uty shall then print his or her name and sign the form, indicatingmplete registration as provided in sub. (2).
thatthe clerk, deputy clerk, or deputy has accepted the form. Upon(b) Prior to permitting an elector to vote under this subsection,
proper completion of registration, the municipal clerk, deputte inspectors shall review the list provided by the board under
clerk orspecial registration deputy shall serially number the regisub. (2) (cs). If the name of the elector appears on the list, the
tration and give one copy to the elector for presentation at the piplspectors shall inform the elector that he or she is ineligible to
ing place serving the elector’s residence or an alternate pollinge at the election. If the elector maintains that he or she is eligi-
place assigned under s. 5.25 (5) (b). ble to vote in the election, the inspectors shall permit the elector
2. Upon compliance with the procedures under subd. 1., thevote, but shall require the elector to vote by ballot, and shall
municipal clerk or deputy clerk shall issue a certificate address#tillenge the ballot as provided in s. 6.79 (2) (dm).
to the inspectors of the proper polling place directing that the elec-(5) Any person who violates this section may be punished as
tor be permitted to cast his or her vote if the elector complies wjfovided in ss. 12.13 (3) (g) and 12.60 (1) (b).
all requirements for voting at the polling place. The clerk shall (6) The governing body or board of election commissioners of
enter the name and addr.esm eleCtOr on the face of the Certm‘any municipa”ty may provide by resolution that any of the regis_
cate. If the elector’s registration is corroborated, the clerk shglitionduties of inspectors under sub. (2) shall be carried out in the
also enter the name and address of the corroborator on the fagg@icipality by special registration deputies appointed by the
the certificate. The certificate shall be numbered serially and pfganicipal clerk or board of election commissioners at any polling
pared in duplicate. The municipal clerk shall preserve one colce or other registration location whenever the clerk or board of
in his or her office. election commissioners determines that the registration process
3. The elector, at the time he or she appears to vote at the goitbvided for in that subsection will be facilitated thereby. The
ing place, shall deliver the certificate issued under subd. 2. to tfeputies shall be specially appointed by the cledoard of elec-
inspectors. tion commissioners for one election only to conduct elector regis-
(cm) If anelector who is not registered wishes to obtain a cofation only.
fdenial listing under s. 6.47 (2), the elecior shall register at thg15n; 1975c,301 3 28 () 1975 222 1975..6,99 100 2001977 a0,
office of the municipal clerk of the municipality where the electqy 391; 1089 a. 31, 192; 1999 a. 49, 186: 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451.
resides. Upon completion of registration, the municipal clerk or
a deputy clerk shall serially number the registration form and iss166 Verification of voters not appearing on list.
a voting identification card to the elector under s. 6.47 (3). Tl®) The list containing the names of persons voting under ss. 6.29
elector may vote at the polling place serving his or her residere®l 6.55 (2) shall be returned together with all forms and certifi-
by presenting the identification card or by providing his or hegates to the municipal clerk.
name and identification serial number to the inspectors. (3) Upon receipt of the list under sub. (1), the municipal clerk
(cs) The board shall provide to each municipal clerk a list prer board of election commissioners shall make an audit of all elec-
pared for use at each polling place showing the name and addt@ssregistering to vote at the polling place or other registration
of each person whose name appears on the list provided byltlvation under s. 6.55 (2) and all electors registering by agent on
department of corrections under s. 301.03 (20) [s. 301.03 (20migction day under s. 6.86 (3) (a) 2. unless the clerk or board of
as ineligible to vote on the date of the election, whose addressléection commissioners receives noficen the board under sub.
located in the area served by that polling place, and whose ngif)ethat the board will perform the audit. The audit shall be made
doesnot appear on the poll list for that polling place. Prior to peby 1st class postcard. The postcard shall be marked in accordance
mitting an elector to register to vote under this subsection owsth postal regulations to ensure that it will be returned to the
6.86 (3) (a) 2., the inspectors or special registration deputies shidrk, board of election commissioners, or government accounta-
review the list. If the name of an elector who wishes to registality board if the elector does not reside at the address given on
to vote appears on the list, the inspectors or special registratioa postcard. If any postcard is returned undelivered, or if the
deputies shall inform the elector or the elector’s agent that ttlerk, board of election commissioners, or government accounta-
elector is ineligible toegister to vote. If the elector or the elector'$ility board is informed of a different address than the one speci-
agent maintains that the elector is eligible to vote in the electidied by the elector which was apparently improper on the day of
the inspectors or special registration deputies shall permit the election, the clerk, board of election commissioners, or gov-
elector to register but shall mark the elector’s registration form @gmentaccountability board shall change the status of the elector
“ineligible to vote per Department of Corrections.” If the electdrom eligible to ineligible on the registration list, mail the elector
wishes to vote, the inspectors shall require the elector to votegootice of the change in status, and provide the name of the elector
ballot andshall challenge the ballot as provided in s. 6.79 (2) (dni} the district attorney for the county where the polling place is
NOTE: The bracketed language indicates the correct cross-reference. Cor- located and the government accountability board.
rective legislation is pending. ) (3m) As soon as possible after all information relating to reg-
(d) A registered elector who has changed his or her name Ryltions after the close of registration for an election is entered
resides at the same address, and has not notified the municipghe registration list following the election under s. 6.33 (5) (a),
clerk under s. 6.40 (1) (c), shall notify the inspector of the chang@ poard shall compare the list of new registrants whose names
before voting. The inspector shall then notify the municipal clefly not appear on the poll lists for the election because the names
at the time when materials are returned under s. 6.56 (1). Ifi@&readded after the board certified the poll lists for use at the elec-
electorhas changed both a name and address, the elector shallfggwith the list containing the names transmitted to the board by
ister at the polling place or other registration location under pafise department of corrections under s. 301.03 (20m) as of election
(a) and (b). day. If the board finds that the name of any person whose name
(3) (@) Any qualified elector in the ward or election districappears on the list transmitted under s. 301.03 (20m) has been
where the elector desires to vote whose name does not appeaduaied to the registration list, the board shall enter on the list the
the registration list but who claims to be registered to vote in tiiformation transmitted to the board under s. 301.03 (20m) and
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shall notify the district attorney for the county where the polling clarify the matter. A copy of the letter and of any subsequent information

; ; ived from or about the addressee shall be sent to the district attorney.
place is located that the person appears to have voted IlleQa”SF Whenever any letter or postcard mailed under this section is returned

the election. undelivered, orwhenever the U.S. postal service notifies the clerk of an immper

(4) After each election, the municipal clerk shall perform afe s e e e D e ok uaiied or has voted
audit to assure that no pergc_)n has been allowed to vote more_ than once in an election, and the person has been permitted to vote after
once. Whenever the municipal clerk has gOOd reason to beliey@oboration was made under s. 6.55 (2) or 6.86 (3) (&) 2., the name of the cor-
that a person has voted more than once in an election, the cigrirator shall also be provided to the district attorney. ) )
shall send the person a 1st class letter marked in accordance yyff The municipal clerk may not disqualify an elector under this section

. L except upon the grounds and in accordance with the procedures specified in s.

postal regulations to ensure that it will be returned to the clerl%ifzs_
the elector does not reside at the address given on the letter. Tt# The board may elect to perform the duties of municipal clerks to conduct

letter shall inform the person that all registrations relating to tﬁb‘tlsa,Ud“‘:S ﬁqu"ed Uf}fd‘;r Sgbs- 53) a“? @ for: any e'g‘?tirf]’””f’” bleha'f %f all E“Jgic'
i oAl i ities in the state. If the board so elects, the board shall, no later than the date
person may be Changed from e“glble to 'ne“glble status withi pfathe election for which the audits will be performed, notify the municipal clerk

daysunless the person contacts the office of the clerk to clarify thach municipality that the board will perform the audits.
matter. A copy of the letter and of any subsequent informatiortistory: 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 260; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1989
received from or about the addressee shall be sent to the disfi$2: 2001 a. 51; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451; 2007 a. 1.

attorney for the county where the person resides and the boaéq57 Registration list for special elections. The munici-

_ (5) Whenever any letter or postcard mailed under this sectigg) clerk of each municipality where a special election is held non-
is returned undelivered, or whenever the U.S. postal service ngfincurrently with a regularly scheduled election shall obtain a

fies the clerk of an improper address which was apparenglypies of the current registration list from the board for use in the
improper on the day of the election or whenever it otherwiggecial election.

appears that a person has voted who is not qualified or has votegktory: 1975 c. 85's. 30; Stats. 1975 s. 6.57; 1977 c. 394; 2003 a. 265.
more than once in an election, and the person has been permitted
to vote after corroboration was made under s. 6.55 (2) or 6.86 (3)

(a) 2., the name of the corroborator shall also be provided to the SUBCHAPTER Il
district attorney for the county where the person resides and the
board. VOTING

(6) The municipal clerk may not disqualify an elector under
this section except upon the grounds and in accordance with@i& Time off for voting. (1) Any person entitled to vote at
procedures specified in s. 6.325. an election is entitled to be absent from work while the polls are

(7) The board may elect to perform the duties of municip&Pen for a period not to exceed 3 successive hours to vote. The
clerks toconduct the audits required under subs. (3) and (4) for ggigctor shall notify the affected employer before election day of
election on behalf of all municipalities in the state. If the board §¢ intended absence. The employer may designate the time of
elects, the board shall, no later than the date of the election98y for the absence. _ _
which the audits will be performed, notify the municipal clerk of (2) No penalty, other than a deduction for time lost, may be

each municipality that the board will perform the audits. imposed upon an elector by his or her employer by reason of the
NOTE: This section is shown as amended by 2007 Wis. Act 1 eff. the initiation absence authorized by this section.
date as set forth in section 209 (1) of that Act. Prior to that date it reads: (3) This section applies to all employers including the state

6.56 Verification of voters notappearingonlist. ~ (1) The listcontaining  gnd all political subdivisions of the state and their employees, but

the names of persons voting under ss. 6.29 and 6.55 (2) shallé®med together e ; ot
with all forms and certificates to the municipal clerk. does not affect the employees’ right to holidays existing on June

(3) Upon receipt of the list under sub. (1), the municipal clerk or board of elec- 28, 1945, or established after that date.
tion commissioners shall make an audit of all electors registering to vote at the  History: 1977 c. 394; 1991 a. 316.
polling place or other registration location under s. 6.55 (2) and all electorggis-

tering by agent on election day under s. 6.86 (3) (a) 2. unless the clerk or boardg 77  Place for voting. (1) An elector may vote only at the

of election commissioners receives notice from the board under sub. (7) that the ; : . f :
board will perform the audit. The audit shall be made by 1st class postcard. The polllng place for his or her residence deSIQnated by the governing

postcard shall be marked in accordance with postal regulations to ensure that POdy or board of election commissioners.
it will be returned to the clerk, board of election commissioners, or elections (2) Whenever territory which was formerly a part of one

board if the elector does not reside at the address given on the postcard. If any Sl i nimali
postcard is returned undelivered, or if the clerk, board of election commission- munl(:lpallty becomes a part of another mun|C|paI|ty, an elector of

ers, or elections board is informed of a different address than the one specified the territory shall vote in the municipality in which the territory is
by the elector which was apparently improper on the day of the election, the included on the day of the election.
clerk, board of election commissioners, or elections board shall change the status  History: 1975 c. 85; 1985 a. 304.
of the elector from eligible to ineligible on the registration list, mail the elector
a notice of the change in status, and provide the name of the elector to the district § 78 Poll hours (1m) The polls at every election shall be
attorney for the county where the polling place is located. . ’ .

(3m) As soon as possible after all information relating to registrations after open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m.
the close of egistration for an election is entered on theegistration list following (4) Any elector waiting to vote, whether within the polling
the election under s. 6.33 (5) (a), the board shall compare the list of new regis-booth or inthe line outside the booth at the time the polk:ially
trants whose names do not appear on the poll lists for the election because the | hall b itted t t
names were added after the board certified the poll lists for use at the election c Ose' shall be permitied 1o vote.
with the list containing the names transmitted to the board by the department ~ History: 1985 a. 304; 1991 a. 316; 2005 a. 333.
of corrections under s. 301.03 (20) [s. 301.03 (20m)] as of election day. If the
board finds that the name of any person whose name appears on the list trans-6.79  Recording electors.  (1m) SEPARATEPOLL LISTS. TwO
mitted under s. 301.03 (20) [s. 301.03 (20m)] has been added to the registratione|ection officials at each election ward shall be in Charge of and

list, the board shall enter on the list the information transmitted to the board : . : oo : : .
under s. 301.03 (20) [s. 301.03 (20m)] and shall notify the district attorney that shall maintain 2 separate p0|| lists containing information relatlng

the person appears to have voted illegally at the election. to a!l persons voting. The municipal clerk may ?leCt to maimain
NOTE: The bracketed language indicates the correct cross-reference. Cor- the information on the lists manually or electronically. If the lists
rective legislation is pending. are maintained electronicallye officials shall enter the informa-

(4) After each election, the municipal clerk shall perform an audit to assure 4 ; ; ; ;
that no person has been allowed to vote more than once. Whenever the munici—tlon into an electronic data recording system that enables retrieval

pal clerk has good reason to believe that a person has voted more than once inOf Printed popies of the lists at the polling place. The system
an election, the clerk shall send the person a 1st class letter marked in accordanceemployed is subject to the approval of the board.

with postal regulations to ensurehat it will be returned to the clerk if the elector ; ; f
does not reside at theddress given on the letter. The letter shall inform the per- (2) VOTING PROCEDURE. (a) Unless information on the p0|| list

son that all registrations relating to that person may be changed from eligible to 1S €Nntered electronically, the municipal clerk shall supply the
ineligible status within 7 days unless the person contacts the office of the clerk inspectors with 2 copies of the most current official registration
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list or lists prepared under s. 6.36 (2) (a) for use as poll lists at thehe elector, record that number on the poll list and permit the
polling place. Except as provided in sub. (6), each person, befefector to vote.

receiving a serial number, shall state his or her full name andistory: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85, 199, 200; 1977 c. 394, 447; 1979 c. 260,
address.The officials shall verify that the name and address pratl. 355; 1985 a. 304; 1989 a. 192; 1999 a. 49, 182; 2001 a. 38, 51; 2003 a. 265, 327;
vided bythe person are the same as the person’s name and addf@ss- 451

on the poll list.

(b) Upon the poll list, after the name of each elector, the of?-‘SO Mechanics of voting. - (1) VOTING BOOTHORMACHINE

cials shall enter a serial number for each elector in the order tﬁ%"f'tk?nly oneh_lndlwdual ?tﬂ? ttlme 'Si pirm'ttﬁd _to occupyta votlngd
votes are cast, beginning with number one. ooth or machine, except that an elector who is a parent or guard-

(c) The officials shall maintain separate lists for electors wh may be accompanied by the elector’s minor child or minor

are voting under s. 6.15, 6.29, or 6.55 (2) or (3) and electors %rd, and an elector who_ qual_|f|es for assistance under s. 6.82 (2)
are reassigned from another polling place under s. 5.25 (5) (b) 9y be assisted as provided in that subsection.
shall enter the full name, address, and serial number of each of2) METHOD OF vOTING. (a) Upon receiving his or her ballot
these electors on the appropriate separate list. Alternatively, if @ without leaving the polling place, the elector shall enter an
poll list is maintained electronicallthe officials may enter on the unoccupied voting booth or machine alone to cast his or her vote,
poll list the information that would otherwise appear on a separatecept as authorized in sub. (1). An elector may use or copy an
list if the information that would be obtainable from a separate lighofficial sample ballot which may be marked in advance of
is entered on the poll list. enteringthe polling place, but an elector may not use or bring into
(d) [If] the poll list indicates that proof of residence under she polling place any ballot printed upon paper of the type required
6.34 is required, the officials shall require the elector to provide utilized for official ballots at that polling place.
proof of residence. If proof of residence is provided, the OmCIaEpeSFm) In partisan primaries, an elector may vote for a person as

shall verify that the name and address on the document submified.jigate of the party of the elector’s choice, if that person’s
as proof of residence provided is the same as the name and ad

shown on the registration list. If proof of residence is required zﬁﬁ oes not appear on the official ballot of that party, by writing

not provided, the officials shall offer the opportunity for the elec- €name of the person in the space prowded_on the ba_llot or the
tor to vote under s. 6.97. allot provided for that purpose, or where voting machines are

NOTE: The bracketed language was erroneously deleted by 2005 Wis. Act used, irthe irregular ballot device, designating the party for which
451. Corrective legislation is pending. the elector desires such person to be the nominee.
(dm) Ifthe poll list indicates that the elector is ineligible to vote (b) After preparing his or her ballot, unless the ballot is

because the elector’'s name appears on the current list provideghihded for counting with automatic tabulating equipment, the
the department of corrections under s. 301.03 (20) [s. 301&8ctor shall fold it so its face will be concealed.

(20m)], the inspectors shall inform the elector of this fact. If the A lect ho. b ident istak i

elector maintains that he or she is eligible to vote in the election () Any elector who, by acci ent or mistaxe, Spoiis or errone-

the inspectors shall provide the elector with a ballot and, after ﬁ"}ti?'y prepares a ballot may receive another, by returning the

elector casts his or her vote, shall challenge the ballot as provid&fective ballot, but not to exceed 3 ballots in all.

in s. 6.92 and treat the ballot in the manner provided in s. 6.95. (d) If an elector receives a ballot which is not initialed by 2
NOTE: The bracketed language indicates the correct cross-reference. Cor- inspectors, or idefective in any other way, the elector shall return

rective legislation is pending. it to the inspectors. If the initials are missing, the inspectors shall

(¢) The officials shall then provide each elector with a sligpply the missing initials. If the ballot is defective, they shall
bearing the same serial number as is recorded for the elector WASroy it and issue another ballot to the elector.

the poll list or separate list. . . .
(g) REFUSALT(E)GIVE NAME AND ADDRESS, Except as provided (e) Upon voting his or her ballot, the elector shall publicly and
in sub. (6), if any elector offering to vote at any polling placltg person deposit it into the ballot box or deliver it to an inspector,

refuses to give his or her name and address, the elector ma))’\mﬁ shall deposit the ballot into the ballot box.

be permitted to vote. () In the presidential preference primary and other partisan
(4) SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION. When any elector provides primary elections at polling places where ballots are distributed to
proof ofresidence under s. 6.15, 6.29 or 6.55 (2), the election offf€ctors, unless the ballots are prepared under s. 5.655 or are uti-
cials shall enter the type of identifying document provided on tHiged with an electronic voting system in which all candidates
poll list, or separate list maintained under sub. (2) (c). If the dodippear orthe same ballot, after the elector prepares his or her bal-
ment submitted as proof of identity or residence includes a nulotthe elector shall detach the remaining ballots, fold the ballots
ber which applies only to the individual holding that documerty be discarded and fold the completed ballot unless the ballot is
the election officials shall also enter that number on the list. Whiatended for counting with automatic tabulating equipment. The
any elector corroborates the registration identity or residenceetéctor shall then either personally deposit the ballots to be dis-
any person offering to vote under s. 6.55 (2) (b) or (c), or the redgigrded into the separate ballot box marked “blank ballot box” and
tration identity or residence of any person registering on electiggposit the completed ballot into the ballot box indicated by the
day under s. 6.86 (3) (a) 2., the election officials shall also enfegpectors, ogive the ballots to an inspector who shall deposit the
the name and address of the corroborator next to the name offfgts directly into the appropriate ballot boxes. The inspectors
elector whose information is being corroborated on the poll ligh, | keep the blank ballot box locked until the canvass is com-

offering tovote has been challenged and taken the oath, foIIowﬁ(ggFe.d. and shall dispose of the blank ballots as prescribed by the
nicipal clerk.

the person’s name on the poll list, the officials shall enter the w
“Sworn”. (3) TIME IN BOOTH OR MACHINE. (&) Each elector shall be

(6) CONFIDENTIAL NAMES AND ADDRESSES. An elector who has allowed a reasonable time to vote. Unless otherwise specified for

a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2) may present his or her idéh@t election, a majority of the inspectors shall determine the time

tification card issued under s. 6.47 (3), or give his or her name &f¢h elector shall have to mark the ballot, taking into consider-
identificationserial number issued under s. 6.47 (3), in lieu of staation the size of the ballot and the number of electors in line wait-

ing his or her name and address under sub. (2). If the electé?@to vote. In no case shall the time be less than one minute. If
name and identification serial number appear on the confidentiztre are electors in line waiting to vote, the time shall not exceed
portion ofthe list, the inspectors shall issue a voting serial numbgminutes.
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(b) If an elector refuses to leave the booth or machine afteiggest or seek to persuade an elector to cast a vote for or against
being notified by one of the inspectors that the time has expirady candidate, party or question.

the elector shall be removed by the inspectors. History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85, 199, 275; 1977 c. 26; 1977 c. 394 s.
History: 1977 c. 427 ss. 40, 41, 132; 1979 c. 311; 1981 c. 377, 391; 1983 a. 2841979 . 260, 311, 355; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 2001
' 99 a. T "a.

ss. 45m; 172 (3); 1985 a. 304; 1991 a. 316; 1999 a. 182. 6; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451. )
An elector with dyslexia may qualify for voter assistance under sub. (2), [1971

6.82 Assisting electors. (1) RECEIPT OF BALLOT AT poLL  Stals]. 62 Atty. Gen. 195.
ENTRANCE. (&) When any inspectors are informed that an elector
is at the entrance to the polling place who as a result of disability
is unable to enter the polling place, they shall permit the elector
to be assisted in marking a ballot by any individual selected by the
elector, excephe elector’s employer or an agent of that employer
or an officer or agent of a labor organization which represents the
elector. The individual selected by the elector shall provide proof
of residence under s. 6.34 for the assisted elector, whenever
required, and all other information necessary for the elector to
obtain aballot under s. 6.79 (2). The inspectors shall issue a ballot
to the individual selected by the elector and shall accompany the
individual to the polling place entrance where the assistance is to
be given. If the ballot is a paper ballot, the assisting individual
shallfold the ballot after the ballot is marked by the assisting indi-
vidual. The assisting individual shall then immediately take the
ballotinto the polling place and give the ballot to an inspector. The
inspector shall distinctly announce that he or she has “a ballot
offered by .... (stating person’s name), an elector who, as a result
of disability, is unable to enter the polling place without assist-
ance”. The inspector shall then ask, “Does anyone object to the
reception of this ballot?” If no objection is made, the inspectors
shall record the electorfsame under s. 6.79 and deposit the ballot
in the ballot box, and shall make a notation on the poll list: “Ballot
received at poll entrance”.

(b) If objection to receiving the ballot is made by any qualified
elector present, the inspectors shall receive the ballot under s.
6.95.

(2) AID IN MARKING BALLOT. (@) If an elector declares to the
presiding election official that he or she cannot read or write, or
has difficulty in reading, writing or understanding English or that
due to disability is unable to mark a ballot or depress a button or
lever on a voting machine, the elector shall be informed by the
officials that he or she may have assistance. When assistance is
requestedthe elector may select any individual to assist in casting
his or her vote. The selected individual rendering assistance may
not be the elector’'s employer or an agent of that employer or an
officer or agent of a labor organization which represents the elec-
tor. The selected individual shall certify on the back of the ballot
that it was marked with his or her assistance. Where voting
machines are used, certification shall be made on the registration
list.

(b) The individual chosen shall enter the voting booth or
machine \ith the elector and shall read the names of all candidates
on the ballot for each office, and ask, “For which one do you
vote?”. The ballot shall be marked or the lever or button depressed
according to the elector’s expressed preference. The individual
selected to assist may not disclose to anyone how the elector
voted.

(c) Intoxication shall not be regarded as a disability.

(d) The election officials shall enter upon the poll list after the
name of any elector who had assistance in voting the word
“assisted”. The officials shall also record on the poll list the full
name and address of the individual who renders assistance.

(3) UseoF papErRBALLOTS. Whenever, in a municipality in
which voting machines are used, an elector declares to the chief
inspector that, due to physical disability, the elector is unable to
depress a button aver on a voting machine, the inspectors shall
permit the elector to vote using a paper ballot and voting booth.

(4) SoLicitatioN PROHIBITED. No election dicial or other per-
son assisting an elector under this section or s. 5.79 may request,
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SUBCHAPTER IV (3) An alternate site under sub. (1) shall be staffed by the
municipal clerk or the executive director of the board of election
VOTING ABSENTEE commissioners, or employees of the clerk or the board of election

commissioners.

6.84 Construction. (1) LEGISLATIVE PoLICY. The legislature . (4) An alternate site under sub. (1) shall be accessible to all
’ : ‘ individuals with disabilities.

finds that voting is a constitutional right, the vigorous exercise History: 2005 a. 451
which should be strongly encouraged. In contrast, voting by v T
absentee ballot is a privilege exercised wholly outside the tradi .
tional safeguards of the polling place. The legislature finds %gg\ 6 Methods for obtaining an absentee ballot. 1) @

the privileae of voting by absentee ballot must be carefully reat elector who is registered to vote whenever required and who
privileg g by at : Yy alifies under ss. 6.20 and 6.85 as an absent elector may make
lated to prevent the potential for fraud or abuse; to prevent ov;

zealous solicitation of absent electors who may prefer not to p itten application to the municipal clerk for an official ballot by

ticipate in an election; to prevent undue influence on an absghF of the fol!owmg methods:

elector tovote for or against a candidate or to cast a particular vote 1+ BY mail.

in a referendum; or other similar abuses. 2. In person at the office of the municipal clerk or at an alter-
(2) INTERPRETATION. Notwithstanding s. 5.01 (1), with respecfiate site under s. 6.855, if applicable.

to matters relating to the absentee ballot process, ss. 6.86, 6.87 (38. By signing a statement under sub. (2) (a).

to (7) and 9.01 (1) (b) 2. and 4. shall be construed as mandatory.4. By agent as provided in sub. (3).

Ballots cast in contravention of the procedures specified in those 5 By delivering an application to a special voting deputy

provisions may not be counted. Ballots counted in contraventigRger s. 6.875 (6).

of the procedures specified in those provisions may not be

included in the certified result of any election.
History: 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391.

6. By electronic mail or facsimile transmission as provided in
par. (ac).

(ac) Any elector qualifying under par. (a) may make written
6.85 Absent elector; definition. An absent elector is any application to the municipal clerk for an official ballot by means
otherwisequalified elector who for any reason is unable or unwilPf facsimile transmission or electronic mail. Any application
ing to appear at the polling place in his or her ward. Any otherwigeder this paragraph shall contain a copy of the applicant's origi-
qualified elector who changes residence within this state by mé@! signature. An elector requesting a ballot under this paragraph
ing to a different ward or municipality later than 10 days prior ghall return with the voted ballot a copy of the request bearing an
an election may vote an absentee ballot in the wardiniaipality — Original signature of the elector as provided in s. 6.87 (4).
where he or she was qualified to vote before moving. An elector(ag) An elector who is unable to write his or her name due to
qualifying under this section may vote by absentee ballot under gbysical disability may authorize an application to be made by
6.86 to 6.89. another elector on his or her behalf. In such case, the application

History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 232; 198[all state that it is made on request and by authorization of a

a. 484; 1999 a. 182. ; . ) ;
' namedelector who is unable to sign the application due to physical
\oter residency and absentee voting is discussed. 60 Atty. Gen. 214. disability 9 pp phy

6.855 Alternate absentee ballot site. (1) The governing  (ar) Except as authorized in s. 6.875 (6), the municipal clerk
body of a municipality may elect to designate a site other than gﬁ@lllnot.lssue an absentee balloy ynless the clerk receives a written
office of the municipal clerk or board of election commissione@PPlication therefor from a qualified elector of the municipality.
as the location from which electors of the municipality ma he clerk shall retain each absentee ballot application until
requestind vote absentee ballots and to which voted absentee Bggtruction is authorized under s. 7.23 (1).
lots shall be returned by electors for any election. The designatedb) Except as provided in this section, if application is made
site shall be located as near as practicable to the office of kiyemail, the application, signed by the elector, shall be received
municipal clerk or board of election commissioners and no site later than 5 p.m. on the 5th day immediately preceding the elec-
may be designated that affords an advantage to any political pdioy. If application is made in person, the application shall be
An election by a governing body to designate an alternate sitade ndater than 5 p.m. on the day preceding the election. If the
underthis section shall be made no fewer than 14 days prior to #lector is making written application for an absentee ballot at the
time that absentee ballots are available for the primary undeBbeptember primary or general election and the application indi-
7.15 (1) (cm), if a primary is scheduled to be held, or at least dates that the elector is a military elector, as defined in s. 6.36 (2)
days prior to the time that absentee ballots are available for (hg the application shall be received by the municipal clerk no
election under s. 7.15 (1) (cm), if a primary is not scheduled to lager than 5 p.m. on election day. If the application indicates that
held,and shall remain in effect until at least the day after the elébe reason for requesting an absentee ballot is that the elector is a
tion. If the governing body of a municipality makes an electisgequestered juror, the application shall be received no later than
under this section, no function related to voting and return 9fo.m. on election day. If the application is received after 5 p.m.
absentedallots that is to be conducted at the alternate site maydsethe Friday immediately preceding the election, the municipal
conducted inthe office of the municipal clerk or board of electiorclerk or the clerk’s agent shall immediately take the ballot to the
commissioners. court in which the elector is serving as a juror and deposit it with
(2) The municipal clerk or board of election commissionei§le judge. The judge shall recess court, as soon as convenient, and
shall prominently display a notice of the designation of the altéive the elector the ballot. The judge shall then witness the voting
natesite selected under sub. (1) in the office of the municipal cléPkocedure as provided in s. 6.87 and shall deliver the ballot to the
or board of election commissioners beginning on the date that @rk or agent of the clerk who shall deliver it to the polling place
site isdesignated under sub. (1) and continuing through the perfd in municipalities where absentee ballots are canvassed under
that absentee ballots are available for the electiorioarzahy pri- S- 7.52, to the municipal clerk as required in s. 6.88. If application
mary under s. 7.15 (1) (cm). If the municipal clerk or board & made under sub. (2) or (2m), the application may be received
election commissioners maintains a Web site on the Internet, gigelater than 5 p.m. on the Friday immediately preceding the elec-
clerk or board of election commissioners shall post a notice of -
designation ofhe alternate site selected under sub. (1) on the Web(c) If an application is made by mail by a military elector, as
site during the same period that notice is displayed in the officedeffiined in s. 6.22 (1) (b), the application shall be received no later

the clerk or board of election commissioners. than 5 p.m. on the Friday immediately preceding the election.
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(2) (&) An elector who is indefinitely confined because of agand by authorization of the named elector, who is unable to sign
physical iliness or infirmity or is disabled for an indefinite periothe form due to physical disability. The agent shall present this
may by signing a statement to that effect require that an absestagemenalong with all other information required under this sub-
ballot be sent to the elector automatically for every election. THwision. Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, the
applicationform and instructions shall be prescribed by the boarggent shall in every case provide proof of the elector’s residence
and furnished upon request to any elector by each municipalitpder s. 6.34. If the elector is registering to vote in the general
The envelope containing the absentee ballot shall be cleaglgctionand the agent presents a valid driver’s license issued to the
marked asiot forwardable. If any elector is no longer indefinitelyelector by another state, the municipal clerk shall record on a sepa-
confined, the elector shall so notify the municipal clerk. rate list the name and address of the elector, the name of the state,

(b) The mailing list established under this subsection shall pad the license number and expiration date of the license. If the
kept current through all possible means. If an elector fails to cB§€Nt @nnot present proof of residence, the registration form shall
and return an absentee ballot received under this subsection b gigned and substantiated by another elector residing in the elec-
clerk shall notify the elector by 1st class letter or postcard that H§'S municipality of residence, corroborating the information in
or her name wiil be removed from the mailing list unless the cleifi€ form. The form shall contain the full name and address of the
receives a renewal of the application within 30 days of the notifiorroborating elector. The agent shall then present proof of the
cation. The clerk shall remove from the list the name of each elegQrroborating elector’s residence under s. 6.34.
tor who does not apply for renewal within the 30-day period. The (b) When each properly executed form and statement required
clerk shall remove the name of any other elector from the list upgnder par(a) is presented to the municipal clerk, if the elector who
request of the elector or upon receipt of reliable information theroposes to vote is qualified, an absentee ballot shall be issued and
an elector no longer qualifies for the service. The clerk shall notiffe name of such hospitalized elector shall be recorded by the
the elector of such action not taken at the elector’s request withi@rk or special registration deputy. An agent who is issued an
5 days, if possible. absentee ballot under this section shall present documentation of

(2m) An elector other than an elector who is eligible to receiytis Or her identity, provide his or her name and address, and attest
absentee ballots under sub. (2) may by written application fil&2 Statement that the ballot is received solely for the benefit of
with the municipal clerk of the municipality where the electd? "@med elector who is hospitalized, and the agent will promptly
resides require that an absentee ballot be sent to the elector 4[#§SMit the ballot to such person. .
matically for every election that is held within the same calendar (¢) An application under par. (a) 1. may be made and a registra-
year in which the application is filed. The application form anigen form under par. (a) 2. may be filed in person at the office of
instructions shall be prescribed by the board, and furnished ujg® municipal clerk not earlier than 7 days before an election and
request to any elector by each municipal clerk. The municigit later than 5 p.m. on the day of the election. A list of hospital-
clerk shall thereupon mail an absentee ballot to the elector foriafid electors applying for ballots under par. (a) 1. shall be made
elections that are held in the municipality during the same calédl-the municipal clerk and used to check that the electors vote only
dar year that the application is filed, except that the clerk shall @6ce, and by absentee ballot. If the elector is registering for the
send an absentee ballot for an election if the elector’s naglection after the close of registration or if the elector registered
appeared on the registration list in eligible status for a prevideig mail and has not voted in an election in this state, the municipal
election following the date of the application but no longeterk shall inform the agent that proof of residence under s. 6.34
appears on the list in eligible status. The municipal clerk shiglirequired and the elector shall enclose proof of residence under
ensure that the envelope containing the absentee ballot is clefr-34 in the envelope with the ballot. The ballot shall be sealed
marked as not forwardable. If an elector who files an applicatih the elector and returned to the municipal clerk either by mail
under this subsection no longer resides at the same address ti4thy personal delivery of the agent; but if the ballot is returned on
indicated on the application form, the elector shall so notify tfiae day of the election, the agent shall make personal delivery to
municipal clerk. The municipal clerk shall discontinue mailin§€ polling place serving the hospitalized elector’s residence
absentee ballots to an elector under this subsection upon redegj@re the closing hour or, in municipalities where absentee bal-
of reliable information that the elector no longer qualifies for tH8ts are canvassed under s. 7.52, to the municipal clerk no later
service. The clerk shall notify the elector of any such action H6gn 8 p.m. on election day.
taken athe elector’s request within 5 days, if possible. If a munici- (4) If a municipality employs an electronic voting system
pal clerk is notified by an elector that the elector’s residencevi$tich utilizes a ballot that is inserted into automatic tabulating
changed to another municipality within this state, the municipafiuipment, the municipality may distribute ballots for utilization
clerk shall forward the request to the municipal clerk of thaith the electronic voting system as absentee ballots or it may dis-
municipality and that municipal clerk shall honor the requestjbute paper ballots as absentee ballots.
except as provided in this subsection. (5) Whenever an elector returns a spoiled or damaged absen-

(3) (a) 1. Any elector who is registered and who is hospitdkee ballot to the municipal clerk, or an elector’s agent under sub.
ized, may apply for and obtain an official ballot by agent. TH@) returns a spoiled or damaged ballot to the clerk on behalf of an
agentmay apply for and obtain a ballot for the hospitalized abseglgctor, and the clerk believes that the ballot was issued to or on
elector by presenting a form prescribed by the board and contdighalf ofthe elector who is returning it, the clerk shall issue a new
ing the required information supplied by the hospitalized electa@llot tothe elector or elector’s agent, and shall destroy the spoiled
and signed by that elector and any other elector residing in @iglamaged ballot. Any request for a replacement ballot under this
same municipality as the hospitalized elector, corroborating ti¢hsection must be made within the applicable time limits under
information contained therein. The corroborating elector shalibs. (1) and (3) (c).

i History: 1975 c. 85 ss. 37, 38, 65; 1975 c. 90, 199, 200, 275, 422; 1977 c. 394 ss.
state on the form his or her full name and address. 14, 40, 41; 1979 c. 232, 311; 1981 c. 391, 1983 a. 183, 484; 1985 a. 304 ss. 69, 156;

2. If a hospitalized elector is not registered, the elector mays7 a. 391; 1995 a. 313; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 51; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451.
register by agent under this subdivision at the same fime that (86 &, () (e EST L8 Sy s, Spol On oo Ssepiee s
electorapplies for an official ballot by agent under subd. 1. To regst pe included in certiied eloction results. Lee v. Paulson, 2001 V\RpApp 19, 241
ister the elector under this subdivision, the agent shall presentis 2d 38, 623 N.w.2d 577, 00-1626.
completed registration form that contains the required infor-
mation supplied by the elector and the elector’s signature, unig¥65 Federal absentee ballot requests. (1) In this sec-
the elector is unable to sign due to physical disability. In this catign, “military elector” and “overseas elector” have the meanings
the elector may authorize another elector to sign on his or é&en under s. 6.34 (1).
behalf. Any elector signing a form on another elector’s behalf (2) A federal postcard registration and absentee ballot request
shall attest to a statement that the application is made on reqtmst may be used to apply for an absentee ballot under s. 6.86 (1)
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if the form is completed in such manner that the municipal cleak overseas elector, the clerk or board of election commissioners
or board of election commissioners with whom it is filed is abkhall promptly inform the elector of the reason for the rejection.
to determine that the applicant is an elector of this state and of théstory: 1989 a. 192; 1999 a. 182; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451.

ward or election district where the elector seeks to vote.

(3) Except as provided in sub. (3m), if the elector making
timely request for an absentee ballot is a military elector or
overseas elector and the elector requests that he or she be s
absentee ballot for the next 2 general elections, the munici
clerk or board of election commissioners shall comply with t
requesexcept that no ballot shall be sent for a succeeding gen
election if the elector’s name appeared on the registration list
a previous general election and no longer appears on the regist

tion list for the succeeding general election. If the elector; 87 Absent voting procedure (1) Upon proper request
address for the succeeding general election is in a municip Ade within the period prescribed in s. 6.86, the municipal clerk

that is di_fferent from the municipality in which the elector_ reside& a deputy clerk authorized by the municipal clerk shall write on
for the first general election, the clerk or board of election coffe icial ballot, in the space for official endorsement, the clerk's
missioners shall forward the request to the clerk or board of el

. 2 AT=S ~imitials and official title.

tion commissioners of the municipality where the elector re5|des.(2) Except as authorized under sub. (3) (d), the municipal

_(3m) (a) Exceptas provided in par. (c), if any elector who C&jeri'shall place the ballot in an unsealed envelope furnished by
tifies that he or she will be a military elector on election dgye clerk. The envelope shall have the name, official title and

requests aabsentee ballot, the municipal clerk shall send or tra Yst—office address of the clerk upon its face. The other side of

mit to the elector an absentee ballot for all elections that occulyy evelope shall have a printed certificate in substantially the
the municipality or portion thereof where the elector residgg wing form:

beginning on the date that the clerk receives the request and en STATE OF
ing on the day after the 3rd successive general election that fol
lows receipt of the request, unless the elector otherwise request§:°umy of ....]

In addition, the municipal clerk shall continue to send or transmit Or

to the elector an absentee ballot for all elections ending on the daj(name offoreign country and city or other jurisdictional unit)]

after t.he 3rd successive general election that follows any electipr], ..., certify subject to the penalties of s. 12.60 (1) (b), Wis.
at which the elector returns an absentee ballot under this sectigats., for false statements, that | am a resident of the [.... ward of
or renews his or her request under par. (c). the] (town) (village) of ...., or of the ... aldermanic district in the
(b) A military elector may indicate an alternate address on figy of ...., residing at ....* in said city, the county of ...., state of
or her absentee ballot application. If the elector’s ballot is returnéfisconsin, and am entitled to vote in the (ward) (election district)
as undeliverable prior to the deadline for receipt and return aifthe election to be held on ....; that | am not voting at any other
absentee ballots under sub. (3) and the elector remains eligibléation in this election; that | am unable or unwilling to appear
receiveabsentee ballots under this subsection, the municipal cletithe polling place in the (ward) (election district) on election day
shallimmediately send or transmit an absentee ballot to the eleatbhave changed my residence within the state from one ward or
at the alternate address. election district to another within 10 days before the election. |
(c) Ifthereoccur 3 successive general elections at which a nfiertify that | exhibited the enclosed ballot unmarked to the wit-
itary elector fails to return an absentee ballot sent or transmitfé&ps. that | then in (his) (her) presence and in the presence of no
to the elector under this subsection and the elector has not ca§tBfr Person marked the ballot and enclosed and sealed the same
absentee ballot at any intervening election, if the clerk is reliatfythis envelope in such a manner that no one but myself and any
informed that the elector is no longer a military elector or no loRErson rendering assistance under s. 6.87 (5), Wis. Stats., if |
ger resides in the municipality, or if the elector so requests, fiféluested assistance, could know how | voted.
clerk shall discontinue sending or transmitting absentee ballots to Signed ....
the elector under this subsection. If a military elector is subject to Identification serial number, if any: ....
a registration requirement and the name of the military elector noThe witness shall execute the following:

longer appears on the registration list, the municipal clerk shall| w0 \ngersigned witness, subject to the penalties of s. 12.60
discontinue sending or transmitting absentee ballots to the ele? r’(b) Wis. Stats.. for false S’tatements certify that | am an adult

under this subsection. If a military elector who has requested§i titizen and that the above statements are true and the voting

absentedallot changes his or her residence from the municipali ocedure was executed as there stated. | am not a candidate for

where a request is filed to another municipality in this state, &, office on the enclosed ballot (except in the case of an incum-
municipalclerk of the municipality who received the request shgllg imunicipal clerk). I did not solicit or advise the elector to vote
notify the clerk of the municipality to which the elector’s res'forgr against any candidate or measure.

n

dence is changed of the date of the request or latest renewal a N

the date of the most recent absentee ballot returned by the elector,"( ame)

and the municipal clerk who is so notified shall treat the request---(Address)*

as having been made to him or her. Prior to any discontinuancé — An elector who provides an identification serial number

of the service provided to a military elector under this subsectigsued under s. 6.47 (3), Wis. Stats., need not provide a street

solely for failure to return absentee ballots, the municipal cle@iddress.

shall mail the elector a 1st class letter or postcard notifying the** — |f this form is executed before 2 special voting deputies

elector that absentee ballots will no longer be sent to the eleainder s. 6.875 (6), Wis. Stats., both deputies shall witness and

unless the elector renews his or her request within 30 days of slymn.

date Of the nOtification. The Clerk Shall notify a m|l|tary eleCtOr (3) (a) Except as authorized under par' (d) and as Otherwise

of any action under this paragraph that is not taken at the electgfgyvided in s. 6.875, the municipal clerk shall mail the absentee

request within 5 days of taking that action, if possible. ballot to the elector’s residence unless otherwise directed by the
(4) If the municipal clerk or board of election commissionerslector, or shall deliver it to the elector personally at the clerk’s

rejects a request for an absentee ballot from a military electoroffice or at an alternate site under s. 6.855. If the ballot is mailed,

6,869 Uniform instructions. ~ The board shall prescribe uni-

fgym instructions for absentee voters. The instructions shall

éﬁpgdqle_ information concerning the'p_rocedure for correcting

jors in marking a ballot and obtaining a replacement for a
oiled ballot. The procedure shall, to the extent possible, respect
privacy of each elector and preserve the confidentiality of each
ctor’s vote.

rE_story: 2003 a. 265.
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and the ballot qualifies for mailing free of postage under fedei&ilure to return an unused ballot in a primary does not invalidate
free postage laws, the clerk shall affix the appropriate legetd ballot on which the elector’s votes are cast. Return of more
required byJ.S. postal regulations. Otherwise, the clerk shall palyan one marked ballot in a primary or return of a ballot prepared
the postage required for return when the ballot is mailed framder s. 5.655 or a ballot used with an electronic voting system in
within the United States. If the ballot is not mailed by the absen}%ﬁrimary which is marked for candidates of more than one party
elector from within the United States, the absentee elector shallalidates all votes cast by the elector for candidates in the pri-
provide return postage. If the ballot is delivered to the electorryry.

the clerk’s office, or an alternate site under s. 6.855, the ballot shal 5) If the absent elector declares that he or she is unable to

?heevglfgoartttr?:rg:rfg:; or afternate site and may not be removeq,(? d, has difficulty in reading, writing or understanding English
C or due to disability is unable to mark his or her ballot, the elector

(b) No elector may direct that a ballot be sent to the addresgply select any individual, except the elector’'s employer or an
a candidate, political party or other registrant under s. 11.05 unlgggt of that employer or an officer or agent of a labor organiza-
the elector permanently or temporarily resides at that addregs, \hich represents the elector, to assist in marking the ballot,

Upon receipt of reliable information that an address given by g0 e assistant shall then sign his or her name to a certification
elector is not eligible to receive ballots under this subsection, the back of the ballot, as provided under s. 5.55

municipal clerk shall refrain from mailing or transmitting ballots . .
to that address. Whenever possible, the municipal clerk shall(6) Except as provided in s. 6.221 (3), the ballot shall be

notify anelector if his or her ballot cannot be mailed or transmittd§turned so it iseceived by the municipal clerk no later than 8 p.m.
to the address directed by the elector. on election day. Except in municipalities where absentee ballots

(d) A municipal clerk may, if the clerk is reliably informed byare canvassed under s.‘7.52, if the municipal clerk receives an
an absent elector of a facsimile transmission number or electro?ﬁ’éentee ballot on election c_iay, the clerk sh_all secure the_ ballot
mail address where the elector can receive an absentee baid cause the ballot to be delivered to the polling place serving the
transmit a facsimile or electronic copy of the absent elediaks €/€Ctor’s residence before the closing hdexcept as provided in
lot to that elector in lieu of mailing under this subsection if, in the 6-221 (3), the ballot not mailed or delivered as provided in this
judgment of the clerk, the time requiredsend the ballot through Subsection may not be counted.
the mail may not be sufficient to enable return of the ballot by the (6m) Except as authorized in s. 6.47 (8), the municipal clerk
time provided under sub. (6). An elector may receive an absergball withhold from public inspection under s. 19.35 (1) the name
ballot under this subsection only if the elector has filed a valéhd address of any absent elector who obtains a confidential list-
application for the ballot under s. 6.86 (1). If the clerk transmitsg under s. 6.47 (2).

an absentee ballot under this paragraph, the clerk shall also trang7) No individual who is a candidate at the election in which

mit a facsimile or electronic copy of the text of the material thghsentee ballots are cast may serve as a witness. Any candidate
appears othe certificate envelope prescribed in sub. (2), togethghg serves as a witness shall be penalized by the discounting of

! . Nalhumber of votes for his or her candidacy equal to the number of
require the absent elector to make and subscribe to the certlfghg yed
a

) X tificate envelopes bearing his or her signature.
tion as required under sub. (4) and to enclose the absentee b g . p .g . . 9 o .
in a separate envelope contained within a larger envelope,r}ha ) Th‘? provisions of this section which prohibit candidates
shallinclude the completed certificate. The elector shall then affif?™ Serving as a witness for absentee electors shall not apply to
sufficient postage unless the absentee ballot qualifies for mailifig. Municipal clerk in the performance of the clerk’s official
free of postage under federal free postage laws and shall mail3HEeS- . . .
absentee ballot to the municipal clerk. Except as authorized in s(9) If a municipal clerk receives an absentee ballot with an
6.97(2), an absentee ballot received under this paragraph shallingiroperly completed certificate or with no certificate, the clerk
be counted unless it is cast in the manner prescribed in this panay return the ballot to the elector, inside the sealed envelope
graph and in accordance with the instructions provided by twaen an envelope is received, together with a new envelope if
board. necessary, whenever time permits the elector to correct the defect
(4) Except amtherwise provided in s. 6.875, the elector votingnd return the ballot within the period authorized under sub. (6).
absentee shall make and subscribe to the certification before orirtlgstori/:9 91917917 g 2%419179173. 30243% 22% c()l)é ﬁ)z 315957513.8 835; l§g54c8. 53538 11199 :(fr,);

H H Y H C. ) C. ) C. , s , ) a. s , ) a.
witness who is an adult U.S. citizen. The absent elector, in thie® 59,7 316: 1499 a. 49, 182 2001 a. 16, 38, 109: 2003 & 265; 2005 a. 451,
presence dhe witness, Sha”,mark the ballot in a manner that wi Thedirections in sub. (3) for mailing or personal delivery of an absentee ballot and
not disclose how the elector’s vote is cast. The elector shall th@Rub. (6) that a ballot not mailed or delivered as provided in the section should not
still in the presence of the witness, fold the ballots so each is sejgasounted, are directory and not mandatory. Lanser v. Koconis, 62 Wis. 2d 86, 214
rate and so that the elector conceals the markings thereon ubd(f)zii.directory and not mandatory, and voters printing their names constituted
deposnIh_em in the proper enveloDe' If a consolidated ballot unds%ﬁsta{ntial, albeit nontechnical compliaﬁce with the statute’s requirements. Lanser
s. 5.655 is used, the elector shall fold the ballot so that the elegt@bconis, 62 Wis. 2d 86, 214 N.W.2d 425.
concealghe markings thereon and deposit the ballot in the propen challenge of compliance with procedures for absent voting is within the board
envelope. If proof of residence is required, the elector shgflpanvasser's jurisdiction. Absent connivance, fraud or undue influence, substantial

. N ' compliance with statutory voting procedures is sufficient. Appeal From Recount in

enclose proof of residence under s. 6.3thénenvelope. Proof of geciion Contest, 105 Wis. 2d 468, 313 N.W.2d 869 (Ct. App. 1981).
residence is required if the elector is not a military elector or an
overseas elector, as defined in s. 6.34 (1), and the elector regigzs  Apsentee voting in nursing and retirement
tered by mail and has not voted in an electlo_n in this state. _If es and certain community-based residential facili-
elector requested a ballot by means of facsimile transmissiory;gg ; P,

. N i€S. (1) In this section:
electronic mail under s. 6.86 (1) (ac), the elector shall enclose In " itv—based residential facility” has th .
the envelope a copy of the request which bears an original signal® . %rgrgfniy ase "“?]S' T]n 1a acd” y~has 'le (rjneanllng
ture of the elector. The elector may receive assistance under " N S0 (19), except that the term does not include a place
(5). The return envelope shall then be sealed. The witness HAFe fewer than 10 adults who are not related to the operator or
not be a candidate. The envelope shall be mailed by the ele@gfninistrator reside. - _
or delivered in person, to the municipal clerk issuing the ballot or (am) “Nursing home” means a facility occupied by 10 or more
ballots. If the envelope is mailed from a location outside tharelated individuals for the primary purpose of obtaining full-
United States, the elector shall affix sufficient postage unless the personal or nursing care which is necessitated bypifmesi-
ballot qualifies for delivery free of postage under federal lawal or mental conditions, but does not include a hospital.
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(as) “Qualified community—based residential facility” meansial voting deputies for the municipality. Upon application under
a community—based residential facility that qualifies under suk.6.86 (1), (2), or (2m) by one or more qualified electors who are
(2) (b) to utilize the procedures under this section. occupants of aursing home or qualified retirement home or qual-

(at) “Qualified retirement home” means a retirement home thified community-based residential facility, the municipal clerk or
qualifiesunder sub. (2) (c) to utilize the procedures under this sé@ard of election commissioners of the municipality in which the
tion. home or facility is located shall dispatch 2 special voting deputies

(b) “Relative” means a spouse or individual related within tg ViSit the home or qualified community—based residential facil-
1st, 2nd or 3rd degree of kinship under s. 990.001 (16). ity for the purpose of supervising absentee voting procedure by

i a N - . . occupants of the home or qualified community—based residential
(c) “Retirement home” means a facility occupied as a primafijity  The clerk shall maintain a list, available to the public upon
place of abode by 10 or more unrelated individuals. request, of each nursing home or qualified retirement home or
(2) (@) The procedures prescribed in this section are the ex@ualified community—-based residential facility where an elector
sive means of absentee voting for electors who are occupanta£f requested an absentee ballot. The list shall include the date
nursing homes, qualified community-based residential facilitiggid time the deputies intend to visit each home or facility. The 2
or qualified retirement homes. deputies designated to visit each nursing home or qualified retire-

(b) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners ofent home and qualified community—based residential facility
any municipality where a community—based residential facilishall be affiliated with different political parties whenever depu-
home is located may adopt the procedures under this sectiontifes representing different parties are available.

absentee voting in any community-based residential facility (b) Nominations for the special voting deputy positions
located inthe municipality if the municipal clerk or board of elecdescribed in par. (a) may be submitted by the 2 recognized politi-
tion commissioners finds that a significant number of the occgal parties whose candidates for governor or president received
pants of the community-based residential facility lack adequatg greatest numbers of votes in the municipality at the most recent
transportation to the appropriate polling place, a significant nugieneral election. The deputies shall be specially appointed to
ber of the occupants of the community-based residential faciliyrry out the duties under par. (a) for the period specified in s. 7.30
may need assistance in voting, there are a significant numbe(g)f(a). The clerk or board of election commissioners may revoke
the occupants of the community—based residential facility aged&% appointment at any time. No individual who is employed or
or over, or there are a significant number of indefinitely confinggtained, or within the 2 years preceding appointment has been
electors who are occupants of the community-based residengigiployed or retained, at a nursing home or qualified retirement
facility. home or qualified community—based residential facility in the
(c) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners ofunicipality, or any member of the individual's immediate fam-
any municipality where a retirement home is located may adadlyt as defined in s. 19.42 (7), may be appointed to serve as a dep-
the procedures under this section for absentee voting in any retiy-
ment home located in the municipality if the municipal clerk or NOTE: Sub. (4) is shown as affected by 2 acts of the 2005 Wisconsin legisla-
board of election commissioners finds that a significant numiJgf¢ and as merged by the revisor under s. 13.93 (2) (). o
of the occupants of the retirement home lack adequate transportd®) Prior to entering upon his or her duties, each individual
tion to the appropriate polling place, a significant number of tippointed teserve as a deputy under this section shall file the oath
occupants of the retirement home may need assistance in votjgguired by s. 7.30 (5). In the oath, the individual shall sthear
there are a significant number of the occupants of the retiremBgtor she is qualified to act as a deputy under this section, that he
home aged 60 or over, or there are a significant number of ind&fi-she has read the statutes governing absentee voting, that he or

nitely confined electors who are occupants of the retiremetite understands the proper absentee voting procedure, that he or
home. she understands the penalties for noncompliance with the proce-

ureunder s. 12.13, that his or her sacred obligation will be to fully
d fairly implement the absentee voting law and seek to have the
g% t of the electors ascertained. In addition, the oath shall state
he individual realizes that any error in conducting the voting
ocedure may result in invalidation of an elector’s vote under s.
gﬂ (2) (e) and that the individual realizes that absentee voting is

(3) An occupant of a nursing home or qualified retireme
home or qualified community—based residential facility wh
qualifies as an absent elector and desires to receive an abs
ballot shall make application under s. 6.86 (1), (2), or (2m) wi
the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of t
municipality in which the elector is a resident. The clerk or boal
of election commissioners of a municipality receiving an applic -
tion from an elector who is an occupant of a nursing home or qu t|1_a|| be prescnped b¥ the boar.d. . o
fied retirement home or qualified community-based residentjal (6) (&) Special voting deputies in each municipality shall, not
facility located in a different municipality shall, as soon as pobter than 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding an election, arrange one
sible, notify and transmit an absentee ballot for the elector to flgMore convenient times with the administrator of each nursing
clerk or board of election commissioners of the municipality ijome, qualified retirement home, and qualified community—
whichthe home or qualified community—based residential facilit§y@S€d residential facility in the municipality from which one or
is located. The clerk or board of election commissioners of 3re occupants have filed an application under s. 6.86 to conduct
municipality receiving an application from an elector who is sfpSentee voting for the election. The time may be no earlier than
occupant of aursing home or qualified retirement home or qualf'® 4th Monday preceding the election and no later than 5 p.m. on
fied community-based residential facility located in the municit® Monday preceding the election. [The municipal clerk shall
pality but who is a resident of a different municipality shall, 40St & notice at the home or facility indicating the date and time
soon as possible, notify and request transmission of an abse ababsentee voting will take place at that home or facility. The
ballot from the clerk or board of election commissioners of tHotce shall be posted as soon as practicable after arranging the
municipality in which the elector is a resident. The clerk or boatgSit butin no case less than 24 hours before the visit] Atthe des-
of election commissioners shall make a record of all absentee fated time, 2 deputies appointed under sub. (4) shall visit the

lots to be transmitted, delivered, and voted under this section0me or facility. _ _
NOTE: The bracketed language was inserted by 2005 Wis. Act 451 but the

(4) (a) For the purpose of absentee voting in nursing homgsuage it modifies was moved to par. (c) 2. by 2005 Wis. Act 149. Corrective
and qualified retirement homes and qualified community—basiedislation is pending.
residentiafacilities, the municipal clerk or board of election com- (b) The municipal clerk or executive director of the board of
missioners of each municipality in which one or more nursirgection commissioners shall issue a supply of absentee ballots to
homes or qualified retirement homes or qualified communitythe deputies sufficient to provide for the number of valid applica-
based residential facilities are located shall appoint at least 2 dmsfor an absentee ballot received by the clerk, and a reasonable

_privilege and not a constitutional right. The form of the oath
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additional number of ballots. The deputies may exercise three being cast at the polls during polling hours on election day or,
authority granted to the chief inspector under s. 7.41 to regulatemunicipalities where absentee ballots are canvassed under s.
the conduct of observers for purposes of the application of s. 7452, stats., at a meeting of the municipal board of absentee ballot
the home or facility shall be treated as a polling place. The muniz&nvassers under s. 7.52, stats.”. If the ballot was received by the
pal clerk or executive director shall keep a careful record of all balector by facsimile transmission or electronic mail and is accom-
lots issued to the deputies and shall require the deputies to refrnied by a separate certificate, the clerk shall enclose the ballot
every ballot issued to them. in a certificate envelope and securely append the completed certif-
NOTE: Sub. (6) is shown as affected by 2 acts of the 2005 Wisconsin legislaicate to the outside of the envelope before enclosing the ballot in
ture and as merged by the revisor under s. 13.93 (2) (€). the carrier envelope. The clerk shall keep the ballot in the clerk’s

(c) 1. Upon their visit to the home or facility under par. (), th&fice or at the alternate site, if applicable until delivered, as
deputies shall personally offer each elector who has filed a ProR&iuired in sub. (2).

application for an absentee ballot the opportunityasi his or her . . -
absentee ballot. If an elector is present who has not filed a propef?) When arabsentee ballot is received by the municipal clerk
application for an absentee ballot, the 2 deputies may accep%lﬂ: to the delivery of the official ballots to the election officials

application from the elector and shall issue a ballot to the electhie Ward in (‘j"’h'cg the e;eé:;ortrefr:des or,_vx_/helr%abs(;antfeebballc;ts
if the elector is qualified and the application is proper. The de £ canvassed under s. /.52, {0 the municipal board or absentee

ties shall each witness the certification and may, upon requesP8HoL c?hnvassers, the rlnun|0|pal Cle.(rjk ghalldseal tge i)allotden\éel-l
the elector, assist the elector in marking the elector’s ballot. AJP€ !N € carrer envelope as provided under sub. (1), and sha

voting shall be conducted in the presence of the deputies. Ufbg!0Se the envelope in a package and deliver the package to the
ction inspectors of the proper ward or election district or, in

request ofhe elector, a relative of the elector who is present in thection NS
room may assist the elector in marking the elector’s ballot. I%un|C|paI|t|eswhere absentee ballots are canvassed under s. 7.52,

individual other than a deputy may witness the certification affjthe municipal board of absentee ballot canvassers when it con-

no individual other than a deputy or relative of an elector may refgnes under s. 7.52 (1). When the official ballots for the ward or
der voting assistance to the elector. election district have been delivered to the election inspectors

%@‘ore the receipt of an absentee ballot, the clerk shall immedi-

2. Upon the request of a relative of an occupant of a nursi e h
home orgualified re?irement home or qualified cor‘?lmunity—base ly encllose the envelope containing the absentlee ballot in a car-
residential facility, the administrator of the home or facility m er envelope as provided under sub. (1) and deliver it in person

notify the relative of the time or times at which special voting dggq the proper electlgn Omc,'a,ls' "

uties will conduct absentee voting at the home or fadilitg, per- ~ (3) (8) Except in municipalities where absentee ballots are
mit the relative to be present in the room where the voting is cnvassednder s. 7.52, at any time between the opening and clos-
ducted. [The municipal clerk shall post a notice at the home!B@ Of the polls on election day, the inspectors shall, in the same
facility indicating the date and time that absentee voting will takBOM where votes are being cast, in such a manner that members
place at that home or facility. The notice shall be posted as s@bh€ public can hear and see the procedures, open the carrier

as practicable after arranging the visit but in no case less tharf24elope only, andnnounce the name of the absent elector or the
hours before the visit.] identification serial number of the absent elector if the elector has

NOTE: The bracketed language was inserted by 2005 Wis. Act 451 in what & confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2). When the inspectors find
is now par. (a), but the language it modifies was moved to par. (c) 2. by 2005 Wis.that the certification has been properly executed, the applicant is
Act 149. Corrective legislation is pending. _ a qualified elector of the ward or election district, and the appli-

(d) Upon completion of the voting, the deputies shall promptanthas not voted in the election, they shall enter an indication on
deliver, either personally or by 1st class mail, any absentee bajigd pol| list next to the applicant's name indicating an absentee
applications and the sealed certificate envelope containing eggliot is cast by the elector. They shall then open the envelope
ballot to the clerk or board of election commissioners of thg)ntaining the ballot in a manner so as not to defadesiroy the
municipality inwhich the elector casting the ballot resides, withiBgtificationthereon. The inspectors shall take out the ballot with-
such time as will permit delivery to the polling place serving th&t unfolding it or permitting it to be unfolded or examined.
elector’s residence on election day. Personal delivery may gjess the ballot is cast under s. 6.95, the inspectors shall verify
made by the deputies no later than noon on election day.  that the ballot has been endorsed by the issuing clerk. If the poll

(e) If aqualified elector is not able to cast his or her ballot gt indicates that proof of residence under s. 6.34 is required and
2 separate visits by the deputies to the home or facility, the depd-proof of residence is enclosed or the name or address on the
tiesshall so inform the municipal clerk or executive director of th@ocumenthat is provided is not the same as the name and address
board of election commissioners, who may then send the balloskywn on the poll list, the inspectors shall proceed as provided
the elector no later than 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the elgfder s. 6.97 (2). The inspectors shall then deposit the ballot into
tion. the proper ballot box and enter the absent elector’s name or voting

(7) One observer from each of the 2 recognized political patumber after his or her name on the poll list in the same manner
ties whose candidate for governor or president received the greatif the elector had been present and voted in person.
est number of votes in the municipality at the most recent gen_e_rakb) When the inspectors find that a certification is ifisient,
election may accompany the deputies to each home or facilf{yt the applicant is not a qualified elector in the ward or election
where absentee voting will take place under this section. Tdigtrict, that the ballot envelope is open or has been opened and
observers may observe the process of absentee ballot distribyiafyaled, that the ballot envelope contains more than one ballot of
in the common areas of the home or facility. Each party wishiggy one kind or, except in municipalities where absentee ballots
to have an observer present shall submit the name of the obseﬁg‘% lcanvassed under s. 7.52, that the certificate of an elector who
to the clerk or board of election commissioners no later than fagejved ambsentee ballot by facsimile transmission or electronic
close of business on the last business day prior to the Visit. ~majl is missing, or if proof is submitted to the inspectors that an

History: 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1997 a. 127, 188, 237; 199 ; ; : ;
32 1822001 & 16, 109: 2005 & 149, 451+ 5. 13.93 (2) (0) Bfbctor voting an absentee ballot has since died, the inspectors
shall not count the ballot. The inspectors shall endorse every bal-
6.88 Voting and recording the absentee ballot. lot not counted on the back, “rejected (giving the reason)”. The

(1) When an absentee ballot arrives at the office of the municifaspectors shall reinsert each rejected ballot into the certificate
clerk, or at an alternate site under s. 6.855, if applicable, the clerivelope in which it was delivered and enclose the certificate
shall enclose it, unopened, in a carrier envelope which shallée/elopes and ballots, and securely seal the ballots and envelopes
securelysealed and endorsed with the name afidialftitle of the in an envelope marked for rejected absentee ballots. The inspec-
clerk, and the words “This envelope contains the ballot of #&ors shall edorse the envelope, “rejected ballots” with a statement
absent elector and must be opened in the same room where wvaftéise ward or election district and date of the election, signed by
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the chief inspector and one of the inspectors representing eacis aicapable of understanding the objective of the elective process
the 2 major political parties and returned to the municipal clerk@md thereby ineligible to vote.
the same manner as official ballots voted at the election. History: 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 110; 2005 a. 451.

(c) The inspectors shall review each certificate envelopeé

. . ®a Challenged elector oath.  If the person challenged
determine whether any absentdiot is cast by an elector Whose oq,ses t@nswer fully any relevant questions put to him or her by
name appears on the poll list as ineligible to vote at the elect

by reason of a felony conviction. If the inspectors receive e inspector under s. 6.92, the inspectors shall reject the elector’s

absentee ballot that has been cast by an elector whose n%te. If the challenge is not withdrawn after the person offering
Y R"ote has answered the questions, one of the inspectors shall

appears on the poll list as ineligible for that reason, the inspec L : s L w
shallchallenge the ballot as provided in s. 6.92 and treat the ba ol Sg}grf£|§/ost$§;§e(r§? géﬁri;ﬂlﬂ%\{v-'gguoztrg cj)-r8a)1:fe|;nrwsa g?r;geY?/léu

in the manner provided in s. 6.95. e : .
History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394 ss. 43, 53; 1979 . %rze acitizen of the United States; you are now and for 10 days have

260; 1983 a. 183, 484; 1987 a. 391; 1999 a. 49, 182; 2001 a. 38, 109; 2003 a. PEEN a resident of this ward except undérG2 (2); you have not
2005 a. 451. voted at this election; you have not made any bet or wager or
. . - become directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager
6.89 Absent electors list public. ~ The municipal clerk shall qenendingipon the result of this election; you are not on any other
keep a list of all electors who make application for an aleeat  groung disqualified to vote at this election”.  If the person chal-
tor’s ballot and who have voted under the absent elector proipged refuses to take the oath or affirmation, the person’s vote
sions giving the name, address and date of application. Thedighj| pe rejected. If the person challenged answers fully all rele-

shall be open to public inspection. vant questions put to the elector by the inspector under s. 6.92,

takes the oath or affirmation, and fulfills the applicable registra-
SUBCHAPTER V tion requirements, and if the answers to the questions given by the

person indicate that the person meets the voting qualification

CHALLENGING ELECTORS requirements, the person’s vote shall be received.
i History: 1971 c.304 s. 29 (2); 1971 c. 336 s. 37; 1975 c. 85 ss. 45, 66 (3); 1977
Cross Reference:See also ch. EIBd 9, Wis. adm. code. c. 394 s. 54: 1983 a. 484; 2003 a. 265.
6.92 Inspector making challenge. (1) Except as provided 6.95 Voting procedure for challenged electors. When-

in sub. (2), each inspector shall challenge for cause any pergoerthe inspectors under ss. 6.92 to 6.94 receive the vote of a per-
offering to vote whom the inspector knows or suspects is nogen offering to vote who has been challenged, the inspectors shall,
qualified elector. If a person is challenged as unqualified by Before giving the elector a ballot, write on the back of the ballot
inspectorone of the inspectors shall administer the following oathe serial number of the challenged person corresponding to the
or affirmation to the person: “You do solemnly swear (or affirmjumberkept at the election on the poll list, or other list maintained
thatyou will fully and truly answer all questions put to you regardinder s. 6.79, and the notation “s. 6.95”. If voting machines are
ing your place of residence and qualifications as an elector of thised in the municipality where the person is voting, the person’s
election”; and shall then ask questions which are appropriatevage may be received only upon an absentee ballot furnished by
determined by the board, by rule, to test the person’s qualifithe municipal clerk which shall have the corresponding serial

tions. numberfrom the poll list or other list maintained under s. 6.79 and
(2) An inspector appointed under s. 7.30 (2) (am) may nite notation “s. 6.95” written on the back of the ballot by the
challenge any person offering to vote. inspectors before the ballot is given to the elector. The inspectors

History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1971 c. 336 s. 37; 1975 c. 85 ss. 41, 42, 43, 66%H)all indicate on the list the reason for the challenge. The inspec-
1075 c. 199, 200, 421 1977 C. 304: 1991 2, 316, 1999 @ 92001 109. tors shall then deposit the ballot. The challenged ballots shall be
' ' o ’ countedunder s. 5.85 or 7.51. The municipal board of canvassers

6.925 Elector making challenge in person. Any elector may decide any challenge when making its canvass under s. 7.53.
may challenge for cause any person offering to vote whom tidhe returns are reported under s. 7.60, a challenge may be
elector knows or suspects is not a qualified elector. If a persoh§¥iewed by the county board of canvassers. If the returns are
challenged as unqualified by an electore of the inspectors may 'eported under s. 7.70, a challenge may be reviewed by the chair-
administer the oath or affirmation to the challenged elector undi&son of the board or the chairperson’s designee. The decision
s. 6.92 and ask the challenged elector the questions under that@fe0y board of canvassers or of the chairperson or chairperson’s
tion which are appropriate to test the elector’s qualifications. #igsigneemay be appealed under s. 9.01. The standard for disqual-
addition,one of the inspectors shall administer the following oaffication specified in s. 6.325 shall be used to determine the valid-
or affirmation to the challenging elector: “You do solemnly swedy of challenged ballots.

(or affirm) that you will fully and truly answer all questions put t96|;|story: 1977 c. 427; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 182; 2003 a.
you regarding the challenged person’s place of residence angloss Reference:See also s. EIBd 9.03, Wis. adm. code.

qualifications as an elector of this election”; and shall then ask

questions which are appropriate as determined by the board686 Voting procedure for electors voting pursuant to

rule, to test the qualifications of the challenged elector. federal court order.  Whenever any elector is allowed to vote
History: 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394; 1985 a. 304; 1999 a. 9. at a polling place pursuant to a federal court order after the closing
Cross Reference:See also s. EIBd 9.02, Wis. adm. code. time provided under s. 6.78, the inspectors shall, before giving the

elector a ballot, write on the back of the ballot the notation “s.

6.93 Challenging the absent elector. The vote of any 6.96”. If voting machines are used in the municipality where the
absent elector may be challenged for cause and the inspectoig Qi i voting, the elector's vote may be received only upon an
election shall have all the power and authority given them to h%%r y

and determine the legality of the ballot the same as if the ballot tgﬁg %rgfa% gr? l!%t ﬂérrgugh Sv‘:iﬁgrfhgn”}ﬁg'ngﬂchlthghéﬂhg{l %” htﬁ\ée
been voted iperson. In municipalities where absentee ballots Y o y

v d under s. 7.52. the vote of an absent lector m ectors before thalbot is given to the elector. When receiving
canvassec under s. 7.0z, the vote ot an absentee elector Mgy b ecror's pallot, the inspectors shall provide the elector with
challenged as provided in s. 7.52 (5).

i the written voting information prescribed by the board under s.
ﬁ{g&?ﬁ%‘ggg?fgf also s. ElBd 9.04, Wis. adm. code. 7.08 (8). The inspectors shall indicate on the list the fact that the
elector is voting pursuant to a federal court order. The inspectors
6.935 Challenge based on incompetency.  Section 6.03 shall then deposit the ballot. The ballot shall be counted under s.
(3) applies to any challenge of a person’s right to vote underss85 or7.51 unless the order is vacated. If the order is vacated after
6.92,6.925, 6.93, or 7.52 (5) based on an allegation that an ele¢ha ballot is counted, the appropriate board or boards of canvassers
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or the chairperson of the board or his or her designee shall redpept at the election on the poll list or other list maintained under
the canvass to discount any ballots that were counted pursuarst .79 and the notation “s. 6.97”. The inspectors shall indicate on
the vacated order and adjust the statements, certifications, #mallist the fact that the individual is required to provide proof of

determinations accordingly. residence but did not do so. The inspectors shall promptly notify

History: 2003 a. 265. the municipal clerk or executive director of the municipal board
of election commissioners of the name, address, and serial number

6.97 Voting procedure for individuals not providing of the individual. The inspectors shall then place the ballot inside

required identification. (1) Whenever any individual who is an envelope on which the name and serial number of the elector
required to provide proof of residence under s. 6.34 in order toip@ntered and shall place the envelope in a separate carrier enve-
permitted tovote appears to vote at a polling place and cannot pfope.

vide the required proof of residence, the inspectors shall offer the(3) whenever the municipal clerk or executive director of the
opportunity for the individual to vote under this section. If thgunicipal board of election commissioners is informed by the
individual wishes to vote, the inspectors shall provide the eleciggpectors that a ballot has been cast under this section, the clerk
with an envelope marked “Ballot under s. 6.97, stats.” on whig executive director shall promptly provide written notice to the
the serial number of the elector is entered and shall require fgyrd of canvassers of each municipality, special purpose district,
individual toexecute on the envelope a writtefirafation stating and county that is responsible for canvassing the election of the
thatthe individual is a qualified elector of the ward or election digstymber of ballots cast under this section in each ward or election
trict where he or she offers to vote and is eligible to vote in the elggstrict. The municipal clerk or executive director then shall deter-
tion. The inspectors shall, before giving the elector a balttie  mine whether each individual voting under this section is quali-
on the back of the ballot the serial number of the individual coriged to vote in the ward or election district where the individual’s
sponding tdhe number kept at the election on the poll list or othgp|ot iscast. The municipal clerk or executive director shall make
list maintained under s. 6.79 and the notation “s. 6.97". If votingrecord of the procedure used to determine the validity of each
machinesare used in the municipality where the individual is voballot. If, prior to 4 p.m. on the day after the election, the municipal
ing, the individual's vote may be received only upon an absentggrk or executive director determines that the individual is quali-
ballot furnshed by the municipal clerk which shall have the corrged to vote in the ward or election district where the individual's
sponding number from the poll list or other list maintained undgjlot iscast, the municipal clerk or executive director shall notify

s. 6.79 and the notation “s. 6.97” written on the back of the baltﬁb board of canvassers for each municipa“ty’ Specia| purpose dis-

by the inspectors before the ballot is given to the elector. Wheigt and county that is responsible for canvassing the election of
receiving the individual’'s ballot, the inspectors shall provide thgat fact.

individual with written voting information prescribed by the
board under s. 7.08 (8). The inspectors shall indicate on thelliigé
the fact that the individual is required to provide proof of residengg, -
but did not do so. The inspectors shall notify the individual th

he or she may provide proof of residence to the municipal clej;
or executive director of the municipal board of election commi
sioners. The inspectors shall also promptly notify the munici

clerk orexecutive director of the name, address, and serial num
of the individual. The inspectors shall then place the ballot insigg; nicipalclerk or executive director transmits returns of the elec-

the envelope and place the envelope in a separate carrier enveiieo the county clerk or board of election commissioners, the
(2) Whenever any individual who votes by absentee ballotfsunicipal clerk or executive director shall transmit to the county
required to provide proof of residence in order to be permitteddferk or board of election commissioners a copy of the amended

vote and does not provide the required proof of residence ungurns together with all additional ballots counted by each board
s. 6.34, the inspectors shall write on the back of the absentee balleianvassers.

the serial number of the individual corresponding to the numbeHistory: 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 253, 451.

4) Whenever a board of canvassers receives timely notifica-
from the municipal clerk or executive director of the board of
tion commissioners under sub. (3) that an individual who has
tedunder this section is qualified to vote in the ward or election
trict where the individual’s ballot is cast, the board of canvass-
&Fs shall promptly reconvene and, if the ballot cast by the individ-
| is otherwise valid, shall count the ballot and adjust the state-
nts, certifications and determinations accordingly. If the
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